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Introduction

Welcome to the Third International Workshop on Predicting and Improving Text Readability for Target
Reader Populations (PITR).

The last few years have seen a resurgence of work on text simplification and readability. Examples
include learning lexical and syntactic simplification operations from Simple English Wikipedia revision
histories, exploring more complex lexico-syntactic simplification operations requiring morphological
changes as well as constituent reordering, simplifying mathematical form, applications for target users
such as dyslexics, deaf students, second language learners and low literacy adults, and fresh attempts at
predicting readability.

The PITR 2014 workshop has been organised to provide a cross-disciplinary forum for discussing key
issues related to predicting and improving text readability for target users. It will be held on April 27,
2014 in conjunction with the 14th Conference of the European Association for Computational Linguistics
in Gothenburg, Sweden, and is sponsored by the ACL Special Interest Group on Speech and Language
Processing for Assistive Technologies (SIG-SLPAT).

These proceedings include fifteen papers that cover various perspectives on the topic: simplification in
specific domains such as medicine and patents, simplification for specific languages, tailoring text for
specific users (e.g., dyslexia and autism), development of new corpora, automatic system evaluation,
analyses of human simplifications, studies of human reading, and predicting the reading level of text in
general and for particular genres.

We hope this volume is a valuable addition to the literature, and look forward to an exciting Workshop.

Sandra Williams
Advaith Siddharthan
Ani Nenkova
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