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?SEM 2014: Joint Conference on Lexical and Computational Semantics

Building on the success of the previous editions of the Joint Conference on Lexical and Computational
Semantics (?SEM) in Montreal 2012 and Atlanta 2013, ?SEM provides a forum of exchange for the
growing number of NLP researchers working on different aspects of semantic processing, which have
been scattered over a large array of small workshops and conferences. The 2014 edition of ?SEM takes
place in Dublin on August 23 and 24 and is collocated with SemEval and COLING. On this occasion,
?SEM and SemEval chose to coordinate their programs by featuring a joint invited talk.

In this way, ?SEM aims to bring together the ACL SIGLEX and ACL SIGSEM communities that in
present their top-tier research in computational semantics on this occasion. As in the previous editions
of ?SEM, the acceptance rate was very competitive. We accepted 22 papers (14 long and 8 short
papers) for publication at the conference, out of 49 long and 25 short paper submissions (resulting in
an overall acceptance rate of 29.7%). This is on par with some of the most competitive conferences in
computational linguistics. The papers cover a wide range of topics including formal and distributional
semantics, lexical semantics, discourse semantics, as well as application-oriented themes. We are
confident these various contributions will set the stage for an inspiring conference.

The ?SEM 2014 schedule consists of oral presentations for long papers and a poster session for short
papers. Next to the accepted papers the ?SEM 2014 programme features the following highlights:

Day One, August 23th:

• In the morning, a joint ?SEM SemEval keynote address by Mark Steedman;

• In the afternoon, the poster session.

Day Two, August 24th:

• In the morning, a keynote address by Timothy Baldwin;

• Finally, at the end of the day, a ceremony for the ?SEM Best Paper Award.

As always, ?SEM 2014 would not have been possible without the considerable efforts of our area chairs
and an impressive assortment of reviewers, drawn from the ranks of SIGLEX and SIGSEM, and the
computational semantics community at large.

We hope you will enjoy ?SEM 2014, and look forward to engaging with all of you,

Johan Bos, University of Groningen, General Chair
Anette Frank, Heidelberg University, Program Co-Chair
Roberto Navigli, Sapienza University of Rome, Program Co-Chair
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