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Introduction

Developing intelligent systems which can produce concise, fluent, and accurate summaries has been
a long-standing goal in natural language processing. The aim of this workshop is to provide a
research forum for cross-fertilization of ideas towards this goal. We seek to bring together researchers
from a diverse range of fields (e.g., summarization, visualization, language generation, cognitive and
psycholinguistics) for discussions on key issues related to automatic summarization. This includes
discussion on novel paradigms/frameworks, shared tasks of interest, information integration and
presentation, new evaluation protocols, applied research and applications, and possible future research
foci. The workshop aims to pave the way towards building a cohesive research community, accelerating
knowledge diffusion, developing new tools, datasets and resources that are in line with the needs of
academia, industry, and government.

This is the second edition of the workshop, following our previous workshop at EMNLP 2017. The
workshop received 17 long paper submissions, of which 7 were accepted, and 22 short paper submissions,
of which 8 were accepted. This resulted in an overall acceptance rate of 38%. We are pleased to have
four invited speakers at this year’s workshop: Nanyun Peng (USC ISI), Ido Dagan (Bar-Ilan), Wenjie
Li (Hong Kong Polytechnic), and Manabu Okumura (Tokyo Institute of Technology). Together, they
cover a broad spectrum of work in summarization and adjacent areas. We would like to thank our invited
speakers, as well as our programme committee members and workshop participants.

Lu Wang, Giuseppe Carenini, Jackie Chi Kit Cheung, Fei Liu
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