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Preface

Given the success of the first, second, third, and fourth workshops on Open-Source Arabic Corpora
and Corpora Processing Tools (OSACT) in LREC 2014, LREC 2016, LREC 2018, and LREC 2020,
the fifth workshop comes to encourage researchers and practitioners of Arabic language technologies,
including computational linguistics (CL), natural language processing (NLP), and information retrieval
(IR) to share and discuss their research efforts, corpora, and tools. The workshop gives special attention
to Multilingualism and Language Technology for All, which is one of LREC 2022 hot topics. In addition
to the general topics of CL, NLP and IR, the workshop gives a special emphasis on two shared tasks,
namely, Qur’an QA and Fine-Grained Hate Speech Detection.

OSACT5 had an acceptance rate of 53%, where we received 15 regular papers from which 8 papers were
accepted, in addition to 21 shared task papers. We believe that the accepted papers are of high quality
and present a mixture of interesting topics. This year, we introduced two shared tasks: (1) the shared
task on Qur’an QA 2022: Answering Questions on the Holy Qur’an, and (2) the Second Shared Task on
Offensive Language and Hate Speech Detection. The Qur’an QA shared task aims to trigger state-of-
the-art question answering and reading comprehension research on the Holy Qur’an. Thirty teams have
registered for the task; thirteen of them submitted runs (total of 30 runs), and twelve of them eventually
submitted papers for the task. The task is defined as a machine reading comprehension task on the
Holy Qur’an. The participating systems are expected to provide answers to questions (posed in Modern
Standard Arabic) on given passages (sets of consecutive verses) from the Holy Qur’an, where an answer
is a span of text extracted from the given passage.

The other shared task aims to push the research on detecting offensive language and hate speech on
Arabic Twitter in addition to determining the fine-grained hate speech type. We define offensive language
as any kind of socially unaccepted language (vulgar, insults, threats, etc.). When a tweet has offensive
language that targets people based on common characteristics such as race, ethnicity, ideology, gender,
etc., this is considered as hate speech. We annotated data for six types of Hate Speech: Race, Religion,
Ideology, Disability, Social Class, and Gender. The shared task is divided into 3 subtasks. In Subtask
A ("offensive” versus "clean” tweets), 40 teams registered, and 17 teams submitted results (a total of
120 runs). In Subtask B ("hate speech” versus "no hate speech” tweets), 26 teams registered, and 12
teams submitted results (a total of 66 runs). In Subtask C ("fine-grained hate speech type”), 23 teams
registered, and 10 teams submitted results (a total of 54 runs). 10 teams submitted papers describing
their participation in one subtask or more, and 8 papers were accepted.

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who in one way or another helped in making this workshop a
success. Our special thanks go to the members of the program committee, who did an excellent job in
reviewing the submitted papers, and to the LREC organizers. Last but not least, we would like to thank
our authors and the workshop participants.

This volume documents the Proceedings of the 5th Workshop on Open-Source Arabic Corpora and
Processing Tools, held on 20 June 2022 as part of the LREC 2022 conference (International Conference
on Language Resources and Evaluation).

Hend Al-Khalifa, Tamer Elsayed, Hamdy Mubarak,
Abdulmohsen Al-Thubaity, Walid Magdy, and Kareem Darwish

OSACT5 Organizing Committee
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