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Introduction

The 18th Workshop on Multiword Expressions (MWE 2022)1 took place on a hybrid (on-site/remote)
format on June 25, 2022 in Marseille (France), in conjunction with the 13th Edition of the Language
Resources and Evaluation Conference (LREC 2022). MWE 2022 was organized and sponsored by
the Special Interest Group on the Lexicon (SIGLEX) of the Association for Computational Linguistics
(ACL).

Multiword expressions (MWEs) are word combinations which exhibit lexical, syntactic, semantic,
pragmatic and/or statistical idiosyncrasies, such as by and large, hot dog, pay a visit and pull one’s
leg. The notion encompasses closely related phenomena: idioms, compounds, light-verb constructions,
phrasal verbs, rhetorical figures, collocations, institutionalised phrases, etc. Their behaviour is often
unpredictable; for example, their meaning often does not result from the direct combination of the
meanings of their parts. Given their irregular nature, MWEs often pose complex problems in linguistic
modelling (e.g. annotation), NLP tasks (e.g. parsing), and end-user applications (e.g. natural language
understanding and MT), hence still representing an open issue for computational linguistics.

For almost two decades, modelling and processing MWEs for NLP has been the topic of the MWE
workshop organised by the MWE section of SIGLEX in conjunction with major NLP conferences since
2003. Impressive progress has been made in the field, but our understanding of MWEs still requires
much research considering its need and usefulness in NLP applications. For this 18th edition of the
workshop, we identified three topics on which contributions are particularly encouraged:

• MWE processing in low-resource languages: The PARSEME shared tasks, among others, have
fostered significant progress in MWE identification, providing datasets that include low-resource
languages, evaluation measures and tools that now allow fully integrating MWE identification into
end-user applications. A few efforts have recently explored methods for automatic interpretation of
MWEs. Pursuing similar efforts on understanding MWEs in low-resource languages is beneficial.
there are some recent efforts on processing of MWEs in low-resource languages. Resource creation
and sharing should be pursued in parallel to the development of methods able to capitalize on small
datasets.

• MWE identification and interpretation in pre-trained language models: Most current MWE
processing is limited to their identification and detection using pre-trained language models, but
we lack understanding about how MWEs are represented and dealt with therein. Now that NLP
has shifted towards end-to-end neural models like BERT, capable of solving complex end-user
tasks with little or no intermediary linguistic symbols, questions arise about the extent to which
MWEs should be implicitly or explicitly modelled in such models.

• MWE processing to enhance end-user applications: As underlined by the MWE 2021 call for
papers, MWEs gained particular attention in end-user applications, including MT, simplification,
language learning and assessment, social media mining, and abusive language detection. We
believe that it is crucial to extend and deepen these first attempts to integrate and evaluate MWE
technology in these and further end-user applications.

We received 23 submissions of original research papers (12 long and 11 short). We selected 15 papers (9
long and 6 short), 10 presented orally and 5 as posters. The overall acceptance rate was 65%. As a novelty
in this edition, we also called for non-archival submissions of abstracts (describing preliminary results,
work in progress, or abstract of papers recently submitted or published at other venues), considered for

1https://multiword.org/mwe2022/

iii



presentation but not included in the proceedings. We received 7 non-archival submission, from which
we selected 5 for presentation.

Moreover, we organised a joint session with the workshop of the Special Interest Group on Under-
resourced Languages, SIGUL 2022, to foster future synergies that could address scientific challenges
in the creation of resources, models and applications to deal with multiword expressions and related
phenomena in low-resource scenarios, in accordance with one of our special topics in MWE 2022.

In addition to the oral and poster sessions, the workshop featured two invited talks, given by Sabine
Schulte im Walde (University of Stuttgart, Germany) and by Steven Bird (Charles Darwin University,
Australia).

We are grateful to the paper authors for their valuable contributions, the members of the Program
Committee for their thorough and timely reviews, all members of the organizing committee for the
fruitful collaboration, and to all the workshop participants for their interest in this event. Our thanks also
go to the LREC 2022 organizers for their support, to SIGLEX for their endorsement, and to SIGUL for
their efforts and interest in organising the MWE-SIGUL joint session.

Archna Bhatia, Paul Cook, Shiva Taslimipoor, Marcos Garcia, Carlos Ramisch
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