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Abstract

Similar judgments search is an important
task in legal practice, from which valuable
legal insights can be obtained. Issues are
disputes between both parties in civil
litigation, which represents the core topics
to be considered in the trials. Many studies
calculate the similarity between judgments
from different perspectives and methods.
We first cluster the issues in the judgments,
and then encode the judgments with vectors
for whether or not the judgments contain
issues in the corresponding clusters. The
similarity between the judgments are
evaluated based on the encoded messages.
We verify the effectiveness of the system
with a human scoring process by a legal
background assistant, while comparing the
effects of several combinations of
preprocessing steps and selections of
clustering strategies.
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