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Introduction

Welcome to the MultiLing 2019 Workshop, collocated with RANLP 2019. MultiLing focuses on
summarization, especially in tasks related to multi-linguality, different genres and sources, as elaborated
below.

Summarization across languages, genres and sources: Summarization has been receiving increasing
attention during the last years. This is mostly due to the increasing volume and redundancy of available
online information but also due to the user created content. Recently, more and more interest arises
for methods that will be able to function on a variety of languages and across different types of
content and genres (news, social media, transcripts). This topic of research has been mapped to
different community tasks, covering different genres and source types: Multilingual single-document
summarization [Kubina et al., 2013,Gi annakopoulos et al., 2015]; news headline generation (new task
in MultiLing 2019); financial narrative summarization (new task in MultiLing 2019, under a view of
synergy and complementary to other workshops as in FNP 2018 at LREC’18 [El-Haj et al., 2018]); user-
supplied comments summarization (OnForumS task [Kabadjov et al., 2015]); conversation transcripts
summarization (see also [Favre et al., 2015]). The spectrum of the tasks covers many real settings,
with varying intricacies, similarly to previous MultiLing endeavours [Giannakopoulos et al., 2011,
Giannakopoulos, 2013, Elhadad et al., 2013, Giannakopoulos et al., 2015, Giannakopoulos et al., 2017].

Summary evaluation: Summary evaluation has been an open question for several years, even though
there exist methods that correlate well to human judgment, when called upon to compare systems. In the
multilingual setting, preliminary results have shown that several problems arise [Giannakopoulos et al.,
2011], reducing the usefulness of pre-existing methods. The same challenges arise across different source
types and genres, where different information needs are implied. We note that MultiLing also builds
upon shared community tasks. This year these tasks concern headline generation, financial narrative
summarization and summary evaluation. Based on previous experience, we estimate the number of
participating systems to approximately 20 over all tasks.

Given the above, the content of the workshop includes: (a) selected system reports on the community
tasks; (b) overview of the tasks and related findings; (c) selected papers within the MultiLing scope, but
beyond the tasks themselves.
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