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Introduction

Welcome to the second edition of Workshop on Shortcomings in Vision and Language (SiVL) at
NAACL. The first installment of SiVL was held at ECCV 2018 (the European Conference on Computer
Vision). SiVL’s primary purpose is to bring together researchers at the intersection of vision and language
to discuss shortcomings of modern approaches, tasks, data-sets, and evaluation metrics. By highlighting
common shortcomings in these domains, the workshop aims to facilitate discussion of novel research
directions and to steer the community towards high-level challenges affecting the vision and language
community broadly. This year, we called both for Full Papers and Extended Abstracts. The Full Papers
are published in these proceedings whereas the extended abstracts are available from the workshop
website.

The works in these proceedings highlight the following shortcomings of current tasks, data-sets and
metrics.

One main important issue concerns the difference between data-sets annotated by subjects on demand
versus naturalistic ones. Because of these differences, models trained on the former are not necessarily
suitable for the latter. Findings from some of the submitted works call for new and richer data-sets that
exhibit semantic and pragmatic diversity as well as new metrics that take these qualitative aspects of the
generated data into account.

Another important concern is about bias in visual and language grounding tasks. Works studying the bias
problem points at the importance of finding models that can cope with biases, maybe even exploit them
when data are aligned with bias, but override them when they are not. Crucially, in-depth evaluation
analyses have to be conducted to guarantee the stability of the models’ results.

SiVL-2019 received 13 valid full-paper submissions among which 2 were withdrawn before reviewing
phase. The remaining papers received a minimum of 3 double-blind reviews from our highly qualified
program committee. Among these, we accepted 8 papers to appear in the workshop. We also received 7
extended abstract submissions, all of which were accepted to appear in the workshop based on the topic
relevance determined by the organizing committee.

In addition to full papers and extended abstracts, SiVL-2019 program also includes three invited talks
by Yoav Artzi, Angeliki Lazaridou and Margaret Mitchell, thanks to our sponsor SAP. SiVL has also
received a sponsorship by Google AI Language.
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Conference Program

Shortcomings in vision and language (SiVL) is a full-day event with three plenary talks, spotlight talks
for accepted full paper submissions and poster presentations for all accepted full papers and extended
abstracts. Presenters are welcome to present their posters during both sessions, but at the minimum are
expected to be present during their designated session, i.e., session 1 for abstracts and session 2 for full
papers.

The full schedule is presented below.

Thursday, June 6, 2019

09:00–09:10 Welcome and Opening Remarks

09:10–10:00 Invited Talk 1: Angeliki Lazaridou

10:00–11:20 Poster Session 1: Abstracts (with coffee break 10:30 - 11:00)

11:20–12:30 Spotlight Talks (Full Papers)

12:30–14:10 Lunch

14:10–14:50 Invited Talk 2: Margaret Mitchell

14:50–16:10 Poster Session 2: Full Papers (with coffee break 15:30 - 16:00)

16:10–17:00 Invited Talk 3: Yoav Artzi

17:00–17:30 Closing Remarks and Panel Discussion
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