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Preface

We are proud to present the Proceedings of the 11th International Natural Language Generation
Conference (INLG 2018)!

INLG 2018 was organised by the Tilburg University Language Production (TULP) research group, part
of the Department of Communication and Cognition (DCC) of the Tilburg School of Humanities and
Digital Sciences (TSHD). The event took place under the auspices of the Special Interest Group on
Natural Language Generation (SIGGEN) of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL) as
well as the International Speech Communication Association (ISCA).

In view of the long Dutch tradition of automatically generating soccer reports (e.g., Theune et al., 2001;
van der Lee et al., 2017), we felt it was wholly appropriate that the conference was organised in the
Willem II stadium, home of the best soccer team in The Netherlands (in 1916, 1952 and 1955).

The INLG conference is the main international forum for the presentation and discussion of all aspects
of Natural Language Generation (NLG), including data-to-text, concept-to-text, text-to-text and vision-
to-text approaches. Special topics of interest for the 2018 edition included:

e Generating Text with Affect, Style and Personality,

e Conversational Interfaces, Chatbots and NLG, and

e Data-driven NLG (including the E2E Generation Challenge).

Related to these three topics, we invited three international experts to contribute to the conference:

e Lillian Lee (Cornell University, Ithaca, USA)
e Piek Vossen (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

e Yoav Goldberg (Bar Ilan University, Israel)

The latter opened the conference with an invited tutorial on Neural NLG. In addition to the main
conference, five workshops were accepted following a Call for Workshop Proposals:

e 3rd Workshop on Computational Creativity in Language Generation (CC-NLG 2018),
e Workshop on Intelligent Interactive Systems and Language Generation (2IS&NLG),

e MyNLG: 1st Workshop on Style, Affect and Character,

Workshop on Natural Language Generation for Human-Robot Interaction and

Workshop on Text adaptation.

Additionally, the conference hosted the third SIGGEN Hackathon which, for the first time, is a full day
event.

For the main conference, we received a record number of 102 submissions, of which 20 were accepted for
oral presentation, 4 as demo presentations and 38 as posters (including 5 related to the E2E challenge).
All accepted papers are included in these proceedings.
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We received financial support from the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), via
grant Grant PR-14-87 (Producing Affective Language: Content Selection, Message Formulation and
Computational Modelling). Additionally, the conference was sponsored by (in alphabetical order):

Arria NLG;

o flow.ai;

Microsoft Research; and

Philips.

We would like to thank all our sponsors for their support, and want to extend our gratitude to all speakers
and reviewers for their excellent work.
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Andreas Madsack, Johanna Heininger, Nyamsuren Davaasambuu, Vitaliia Voronik,
Michael Kiufl and Robert Weillgraeber
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Wednesday, November 7, 2018 (continued)

14:30-15:30

15:30-16:00

16:00-17:00

16:00-16:20

16:20-16:40

16:40-17:00

18:30-23:00

Keynote 2: Lillian Lee
Analyzing Phrasing Effects via Found Conversations: "Parallel Universes" in
Movies, Twitter and ChangeMyView

Coffee/Tea Break

Oral Session 5: Referring Expression Generation

Statistical NLG for Generating the Content and Form of Referring Expressions
Xiao Li, Kees van Deemter and Chenghua Lin

Specificity Measures and Reference
Albert Gatt, Nicolds Marin, Gustavo Rivas-Gervilla and Daniél Sanchez

Decoding Strategies for Neural Referring Expression Generation

Sina Zarrie3 and David Schlangen

Conference Dinner
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Thursday, November 8, 2018

08:30-09:00

09:00-10:30

09:00-10:30

09:00-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-12:30

11:00-12:30

11:00-12:30

12:30-13:30

13:30-15:00

13:30-15:00

15:30-17:00

15:30-17:00

15:30-17:00

17:00

Registration at Tilburg University Campus

Workshop 4: Workshop on Natural Language Generation for Human-Robot

Interaction

Workshop 5: Workshop on Text Adaptation

3rd SIGGEN Hackathon

Coffee/Tea Break

Workshop 4 (cont.)

Workshop 5 (cont.)

3rd SIGGEN Hackathon (cont.)

Lunch

Workshop 4 (cont.)

3rd SIGGEN Hackathon (cont.)

Coffee/Tea Break

Workshop 4 (cont.)

3rd SIGGEN Hackathon (cont.)

End of Conference, Workshops and Hackathon

XX



	Program

