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Introduction

VarDial is now a well-established workshop series that has been attracting researchers working on a wide
range of topics related to (diatopic) linguistic variation. VarDial is currently in its 5th edition and since
its very first edition it has been co-located with international NLP conferences such as COLING, EACL,
and RANLP. This year, VarDial is co-located with COLING in Santa Fe, United States.

In five years we have seen VarDial become the main venue dedicated to research on similar languages,
varieties, and dialects within the NLP community and 2018 was a particularly important year for VarDial.
For the first time we organized five shared tasks, an all-time record, as part of the second VarDial
Evaluation Campaign. The tasks organized this year were: Arabic Dialect Identification (ADI), German
Dialect Identification (GDI), Morphosyntactic Tagging of Tweets (MTT), Discriminating between Dutch
and Flemish in Subtitles (DSF) and Indo-Aryan Language Identification (ILI). The second edition of the
campaign received a very positive response from the community with a total of 54 teams subscribed to
participate in the five shared tasks, another all-time record for VarDial. 24 teams submitted official runs
to one or more of the five shared tasks, and 22 system description papers appear in this volume along
with a shared task report by the task organizers.

We further received 15 regular VarDial workshop papers, and we selected 9 of them to be presented at the
workshop. The papers that appear in this volume reflect the wide range of interests related to language
variation. This volume includes papers applying NLP methods to perform text normalization, identify
false friends in closely-related languages, measure language distance between historical varieties of a
pluricentric language, and translate between language varieties.

We take the opportunity to thank the VarDial program committee for their thorough reviews. We further
thank the VarDial Evaluation Campaign shared task organizers and the participants, Finally, we also
thank participants who presented regular research papers, for the valuable feedback and discussions.

The organizers: Marcos Zampieri, Preslav Nakov, Nikola Ljubešić, Jörg Tiedemann, Shervin Malmasi,
and Ahmed Ali
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