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Introduction

Every year, as we send out the call for papers for the Workshop on Innovative Use of NLP for Building
Educational Applications, we wonder which subfield of educational applications will be prevalent in the
submissions. One year it is speech recognition for automated evaluation, the next it may be grammatical
error correction, another year the focus may be on automated scoring of textual assessments. Inevitably,
even with more than 130 Program Committee members, we find ourselves scrambling to recruit more
reviewers for that year’s hot topic.

There was no clear winner this year. The majority of the 2018 submissions were primarily automated
writing assessment, automated test generation, and reading. Overall, there was a nice mix of all of the
topics above and more.

This year we received 41 submissions and accepted 8 papers as oral presentations and 18 as poster
presentations, for an overall acceptance rate of 63 percent. Each paper was reviewed by three members
of the Program Committee who were believed to be most appropriate for each paper. We continue to have
a strong policy to deal with conflicts of interest. First, we made a concerted effort to not assign papers
to reviewers to evaluate if the paper had an author from their institution. Second, organizing committee
members recused themselves from discussions of papers when there was a conflict of interest.

We do recognize that there is a core group of institutions and researchers who work in this area. With
a higher acceptance rate, we were able to include papers from a wider variety of topics and institutions.
The papers accepted were selected on the basis of several factors, including the relevance to a core
educational problem space, the novelty of the approach or domain, and the strength of the research.
The accepted papers were highly diverse — an indicator of the growing variety of foci in this field. We
continue to believe that the workshop framework designed to introduce work in progress and new ideas
needs to be revived, and we hope that we have achieved this with the breadth and variety of research
accepted for this workshop, a brief description of which is presented below.

The BEA13 workshop has presentations on automated writing evaluation, item generation, readability,
dialogue, annotation, speech and grammatical error correction (GEC), annotation and resources:

Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE):

Zhang and Litman present an investigation of using a co-attention based neural network for scoring
essays. Horbach et al. investigate the feasibility of cross-lingual content scoring. Gao et al. examine
how and why automated content analysis can be used to assess precis writing by university students.
Zhang et al. use other texts written by an examinee, in the same test, as extra references in an automated
scoring system.

Automated Item Generation (AIG):

Flor and Riordan present a novel rule-based system for automatic generation of factual questions using
semantic role labeling. Jiang et al. generate a CLOZE test for Chengyu, a special kind of Chinese idiom.
Finally, there are two papers on generating distractors for multiple choice questions. Ha and Yaneva use
the question (stem) and the correct answer as input to produce a ranked list of possible distractors. Liang
et al. use machine learning models to select distractors that resemble those in actual exam questions.

Reading and Text Complexity:

Bingel et al. predict reading mistakes by children who have reading difficulties by using eye-tracking
data. Chinkina et al. automate the selection of reading passages to support teachers. Holz et al. present
a web-based application to automatically enhance syllable structure, word stress, and spacing in texts.
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Three papers focus specifically on text complexity. Nadeem and Ostendorf propose a neural approach
for automated text complexity analysis. Alfter and Volodina investigate the usefulness of previously
created word lists to the task of single-word lexical complexity analysis and prediction. Vajjala and
Rama explore a universal Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) classification system.

Dialogue:

When interpreting questions in a virtual patient dialogue system, Jin et al. tackle the challenge of
interpreting a long tail of relatively infrequently asked questions. Ramanarayanan and LaMar look at the
psychometrics and validity of CALL technologies when evaluating and providing feedback on student
learning and conversational ability. Kulkarni and Boyer explore the possibility of building a tutorial
question-answering system for Java programming from data sampled from a community-based forum.

Speech:

Loukina et al. look at a new way to test speech systems. As well as training and evaluating against
human scores, they report on a system that evaluates a speech scoring engine against corpora.

Grammatical Error Correction (GEC) — the next steps:

None of these papers report on GEC per se. Instead, they are looking ahead to the next steps. Bryant
and Briscoe re-examine the use of language modeling in GEC and argue that it is possible to build a
simple system that requires minimal annotated data. Rudzewitz et al. develop an approach to provide
feedback for second language learners. Finally, Afrin and Litman focus on the quality of revisions in
writing. They introduce a corpus of between-draft revisions of student essays that are annotated as to
whether each revision improves essay quality.

Annotation:

Two very interesting novel annotation schemas are presented. King and Dickinson investigate issues of
variability and acceptability in written text, for both native and non-native speakers, using a dataset of
picture description task responses. They define and annotate a handful of features pertaining to form
and meaning in order to capture the multi-dimensional ways in which responses can vary. Lugini et al.
annotate student talk in text-based (English Language Arts) classroom discussions. They focus on three
aspects of student talk: argumentation, specificity, and knowledge domain.

Resources:

Three new resources are being introduced this year. Del Rio Gayo et al. present NLI-PT, the first
Portuguese dataset compiled for Native Language Identification. Tack et al. introduce NT2Lex, a lexical
resource for Dutch as a foreign language. Vajalla and Lucic describe the collection and compilation of
the OneStopEnglish corpus, a collection of texts written at three reading levels.

In addition, this year the BEA Workshop is sponsoring two shared tasks.
Shared Task on Second Language Acquisition Modeling (SLAM):

Settles et al. present the Second Language Acquisition Modeling shared task.! Given a history of errors
made by learners of a second language, the task is to predict errors that they are likely to make in the
future. They describe a large corpus of more than 7M words produced by more than 6k learners of
English, Spanish, and French using Duolingo, a popular online language-learning app. Then they report
on the results of the challenge. Fifteen teams took part in the task and reports appear in these proceedings.

The Second Shared Task on Complex Word Identification (CWI):

1http: //sharedtask.duolingo.com



Yimam et al. report the findings of the Second Complex Word Identification shared task.> This shared task
features multilingual and multi-genre datasets divided into four tracks: English monolingual, German
monolingual, Spanish monolingual, and a multilingual track with a French test set, and two tasks: binary
classification and probabilistic classification. A total of 12 teams submitted their results in different
task/track combinations and 11 of them wrote system descriptions that appear in these proceedings.

On this 13th edition of the workshop, BEA is officially adolescent. Last year saw the creation of the
Special Interest Group on Education and NLP (SIGEDU) which is a major step in growing our subfield.
SIGEDU held its first elections this winter with over 20 candidates running. The elected SIGEDU
officials are all familiar names with respect to the workshop. Jill Burstein is President, Ekaterina
Kochmar is Secretary, and Helen Yannakoudakis is Treasurer. The four Board Members are Claudia
Leacock, Nitin Madnani, Ildiko Pilan, and Torsten Zesch. Joel Tetreault, who has been the primary
contact for the workshop for the last 11 years, and the interim President, chose not to run for office. At
the end of this workshop, the reins will be handed over to the new team. Another development from
the last year is the creation of a permanent website for the SIGEDU and BEA workshop.? Created by
Ekaterina Kochmar and Sowmya Vajjala, we hope to develop this into a regularly updated resource and
reference site for the community.

We wish to thank everyone who showed interest and submitted a paper, all of the authors for their
contributions, the members of the Program Committee for their thoughtful reviews, and everyone
who is attending this workshop. We would especially like to thank our sponsors: at the Gold Level,
Duolingo, Grammarly®, National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) and Turnitin®; at the Silver
level, Educational Testing Service (ETS®) and iLexIR; at the Bronze level, Cognii. Their contributions
help fund workshop extras, such as T-shirts and the dinner, which is a great social and networking event.
Also, thanks to Joya Tetreault for designing the t-shirts again this year.

Joel Tetreault, Grammarly

Jill Burstein, Educational Testing Services
Ekaterina Kochmar, University of Cambridge
Claudia Leacock, Grammarly

Helen Yannakoudakis, University of Cambridge

https://sites.google.com/view/cwisharedtask2018/
*https://ekaterinakochmar.wixsite.com/sig—edu
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CLUF: a Neural Model for Second Language Acquisition Modeling
Shuyao Xu, Jin Chen and Long Qin

Neural sequence modelling for learner error prediction
Zheng Yuan

15:30-16:00 Mid-afternoon break

16:00-17:30  Oral Presentations (Item Generation, Essay/Content Scoring & Writing)
16:00-16:25  Automatic Distractor Suggestion for Multiple-Choice Tests Using Concept Embed-
dings and Information Retrieval

Le An Ha and Victoria Yaneva

16:25-16:50  Co-Attention Based Neural Network for Source-Dependent Essay Scoring
Haoran Zhang and Diane Litman

16:50-17:15  Cross-Lingual Content Scoring
Andrea Horbach, Sebastian Stennmanns and Torsten Zesch

17:15-17:30  Closing Remarks
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