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Introduction

While the field of natural language processing has made tremendous strides as a result of machine
learning techniques, systems trained within this traditional model typically do not generalize well beyond
the characteristics of their training data. Especially with the influx of deep learning approaches in NLP,
it is increasingly the case not only that systems are restricted in the conditions under which they work
well—but also that we have little idea what exactly those conditions are.

We believe that linguistic knowledge will be instrumental to addressing these issues, so for this workshop
we designed a special shared task, with the goal of bringing together researchers from NLP and linguistics
to test the true linguistic generalization capacities of NLP systems. In addition to the shared task, the
workshop also welcomed research contribution papers on the topic of linguistically generalizable NLP
systems.

EMNLP 2017 hosts the first iteration of the Workshop on Building Linguistically Generalizable NLP
Systems, in Copenhagen, Denmark on September 8, 2017.

This volume contains an overview paper describing the workshop and shared task, in addition to
Shared Task Description papers from our task participants, and several Research Contribution papers.
We received 13 paper submissions, including 9 in the Research Contribution track and 4 Shared
Task Description track. We accepted 9 submissions: 5 Research Contributions, and 4 Shared Task
Descriptions.

We are grateful to our program committee, our participants, and all authors who submitted papers for
consideration, for making possible the first iteration of this workshop and shared task. We also thank the
EMNLP 2017 organizers for their support.

The BLGNLP Organizers,
Emily M. Bender, Hal Daumé III, Allyson Ettinger, Sudha Rao
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