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Foreword

Assalamu 3alaykum wa nin hdo! Welcome to the Second Arabic Natural
Language Processing Workshop held at ACL 2015 in Beijing, China.

A number of Arabic NLP (or Arabic NLP-related) workshops and con-
ferences have taken place, both in the Arab World and in association with
international conferences. The Arabic NLP workshop at ACL 2015 follows
in the footsteps of these previous efforts to provide a forum for researchers to
share and discuss their ongoing work. As in the first Arabic NLP workshop
held at EMNLP 2014 in Doha, Qatar, this workshop includes a shared task
on Automatic Arabic Error Correction, which was designed in the tradition
of high profile NLP shared tasks such as CONLL’s grammar /error detection
and numerous machine translation campaigns by NIST/WMT/MEDAR,
among others.

We received 23 main workshop submissions and selected 15 (65%) for
presentation in the workshop. Nine papers will be presented orally and six
as part of a poster session. The presentation mode is independent of of the
ranking of the papers. The papers cover a diverse set of topics from designing
orthography conventions and annotation tools to speech recognition and
deep learning for sentiment analysis.

The shared task was a success with eight teams from six countries par-
ticipating. The shared task system descriptions (short) papers are included
in the proceedings to document the shared task systems, but were not re-
viewed with the rest of the papers of the main workshop. These papers will
be presented as posters. A long paper describing the shared task will be
presented orally.

The quantity and quality of the contributions to the main workshop, as
well as the shared task, are strong indicators that there is a continued need
for this kind of dedicated Arabic NLP workshop.

We would like to acknowledge all the hard work of the submitting au-
thors and thank the reviewers for their diligent work and for the valuable
feedback they provided. We are also thankful to the work of the shared task
committee, website committee and the publication co-chairs. It has been
an honor to serve as program co-chairs. We hope that the reader of these
proceedings will find them stimulating and beneficial.

Nizar Habash, Stephan Vogel and Kareem Darwish
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