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Introduction

There is a vast wealth of information available in textual format that the Semantic Web cannot yet tap
into: 80% of data on the Web and on internal corporate intranets is unstructured, hence analysing
and structuring the data — social analytics and next generation analytics — is a large and growing
endeavour. Here, the Information Extraction community could help as they specialise in mining the
nuggets of information from text. Information Extraction techniques could be enhanced by annotated
data or domain-specific resources. The Semantic Web community has taken great strides in making
these resources available through the Linked Open Data cloud, which are now ready for uptake by the
Information Extraction community. Following the previous two SWAIE workshops at EKAW 2012 and
RANLP 2013 respectively, we have focused our attention on fostering awareness of how Semantic Web
technologies can benefit the traditional IE and NLP communities.

The workshop invited contributions around three particular topics: 1) Semantic Web-driven Information
Extraction, 2) Information Extraction for the Semantic Web, and 3) applications and architectures on the
intersection of Semantic Web and Information Extraction SWAIE 2014 had a number of high-quality
submissions. From these, 6 high quality papers were selected.

Two keynote speakers were invited to the workshop. The first talk was provided by D.J. McCloskey,
NLP Architect in IBM’s Watson Solutions division. The keynote presented the post-Watson role of
Information Extraction and its intersection with the Multilingual Semantic Web. The second talk was
provided by Lorraine Goeuriot, CNGL, DCU on Ontology Based IE for the medical domain. We would
like to thank the many people who helped make SWAIE 2014 such a success: the Programme Committee,
the paper contributors, the invited speakers and all the participants present at the workshop who engaged
in lively debate.

Diana Maynard, University of Sheffield
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