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Preface

Welcome to the 12th International Conference on Parsing Technologies (IWPT 2011) in Dublin, Ireland.
IWPT 2011 continues the tradition of biennial conferences organized by SIGPARSE, ACL’s Special
Interest Group on Parsing, serving as the primary specialized forum for research on natural language
parsing.

This year we received a total of 64 valid submissions, 42 long papers and 22 short papers, 6 of which
were later withdrawn after being accepted for publication elsewhere. Of the remaining 58 submissions,
28 were accepted for presentation at the conference, which gives an acceptance rate of 48%. After
notification, 2 more papers were withdrawn, which brings the final number of accepted papers to 26, all
of which are published in these proceedings and presented at the conference in one of two ways: (i) as
a long talk (long papers only) or (ii) as a short talk and a poster (short papers and some long papers).
In this way, we were able to accommodate as many papers as possible and still give all the authors the
opportunity of an oral presentation.

In addition to the contributed papers, IWPT 2011 will as usual feature invited talks on topics relevant to
natural language parsing. This year we are delighted to welcome three very distinguished researchers:
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky, Michael Collins, and Mark Steedman. You will find the abstracts of their
talks in the proceedings. There will also be a special workshop devoted to parsing of morphologically
rich languages on the second day of the conference, a workshop that has had its own program committee
and selection process.

Organizing IWPT 2011 would not have been possible without the dedicated work of a number of people.
First and foremost, we would like to thank the local organizing committee, chaired by Ozlem Cetinoglu,
who has done an outstanding job in taking care of all the local and practical organization. We are also
grateful to the members of the program committee, who worked hard to review and discuss papers in
the middle of the holiday season, and to the staff of SoftConf for support in managing the START
system. Finally, thanks are due to the sponsors whose support helped to make IWPT 2011 possible:
the Science Foundation Ireland, Dublin City University, the Centre for Next Generation Localisation,
Springer Publishers, and Failte Ireland.

Enjoy the conference!

Harry Bunt Joakim Nivre
General Chair Program Chair
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Friday October 7, 2011 (continued)
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