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Introduction

It is our great pleasure to present the Proceedings of the SIGDIAL 2011 Conference, the 12th Annual
Meeting of the Special Interest Group on Discourse and Dialogue. The conference is held in Portland,
Oregon, June 17-18, 2011, co-located with the ACL conference.

We received 68 paper submissions: 51 as long papers, 17 as short papers. The members of the
Program Committee did a superb job in reviewing the submitted papers, providing helpful comments
and contributing to discussions when required. We wish to thank all of them for their advice in selecting
the accepted papers and for helping to maintain the high quality of the program. Special thanks go to
Nicholas Asher, Dan Bohus, Deborah Dahl, Curry Guinn, Staffan Larsson, Andrei Popescu-Belis, and
Antoine Raux for helping out with last minute review requests. Many submissions received strong
recommendations from the Program Committee. In line with the SIGDIAL tradition, our aim has been
to create a balanced program that could accommodate as many favorably rated papers as possible. Of
the 68 submissions, 36 were accepted: 18 of 51 long paper submissions papers were accepted as full
papers for plenary presentation, 7 were accepted as long papers for poster presentation, and 5 were
accepted as as short papers for poster presentation. In addition, 6 of the 17 short paper submissions
were accepted for poster presentation, for a total of 18 posters. Of special note this year, four papers
were accepted as part of a Special Theme on situated dialogue. In addition, 7 of the 8 demo submissions
were presented; the 8th was accepted but withdrawn.

This year, the review process continued the mentoring program that was initiated last year, and was
coordinated by Ronnie Smith. The mentoring goal is to assist authors of papers that contain innovative
ideas to improve their quality regarding English language usage or paper organization. Compared with
the first year, reviewers accepted fewer papers that required mentoring, but we hope the initiative will
continue and expand. Our thanks go to Ronnie Smith and the Program Committee members who
volunteered to serve as mentors.

We are also grateful to the two keynote speakers whose topics expanded on the special theme of situated
dialogue: Professor Alex Lascarides (The University of Edinburgh) and Professor Michael Tanenhaus
(University of Rochester).

We would like to thank Peter Heeman, Local chair, and Pat Dickerson and Ethan Selfridge, the members
of the local committee for taking care of the many details for the local arrangements. For on-site
assistance, we thank the student volunteers, Lin Chen, Joanna Drummond, Joshua Gordon, Elnaz Nouri,
Ethan Selfridge and William Wang. For help on the design of the conference bag, we thank Anabel-
Franco-Heurta and Jennifer Wohlner.

We would like to thank Jason Williams, Sponsorships chair, for recruiting and liaising with our
conference sponsors. The sponsorship program enables valuable aspects of the program, such as
the invited speakers, conference reception and dinner, and best paper awards. We would also like
to thank our sponsors. General conference sponsors include Microsoft Research, Vlingo, and AVIOS.
The banquet is sponsored by Honda Research. AT&T Research sponsored the best paper award, and
IBM Research sponsored the best student paper award.

We would like to thank last year’s program co-chairs Raquel Ferndndez and Oliver Lemon for their
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advice, and responses to our questions. We thank last year’s General co-chair Mikio Nakano for
updates to the conference chair kit, and much helpful advice. Thanks also go to Kazunori Komatani
and Guodong Zhou for answering our questions related to assembling the conference proceedings.

We would like to thank Priscilla Rasmussen at ACL for handling the financial transactions, including
advance registration. We would also like to thank Drago Radev, ACL Secretary, for helpful advice.
Thanks to SoftConf for use of the START conference management systems as well as helpful responses
on its use. Thanks also to the SIGDIAL board, in particular Tim Paek, Amanda Stent, and Kristiina
Jokinen, for their advice and support in all matters.

Finally, we thank all the authors of the papers in this volume, and all the conference participants for
making this event such a great opportunity for new research in dialogue and discourse.

Johanna D. Moore and David R. Traum
General Co-Chairs

Joyce Y. Chai and Rebecca J. Passonneau
Technical Program Co-Chairs
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