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Preface

We are delighted to introduce the proceedings of the 11th Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural
Language Proceessing, organized under the auspices of SIGDAT, the ACL Special Interest Group for
linguistic data and corpus-based approaches to NLP.

This was a wonderfully fruitful year for EMNLP; we received 234 submissions, drawn from every area
of language processing. Of these we were able to accept 73 papers (an acceptance rate of 31%), making
for an unusually broad and exciting program. 43 of the papers were presented as talks, and 30 as posters.

The papers were selected by a program committee of 13 area chairs from Asia, Australia, Europe, and
North America, ably assisted by a superb panel of 258 reviewers, also from all over the world. We are
deeply indebted to the area chairs and the reviewers for their tireless and generous work.

Additional thanks to to the Publications Chair, Eric Ringger, who put this volume together, to the Local
Arrangements Chair, James Curran, to the COLING/ACL Organizing Committee, especially Claire
Cardie and Suzanne Stevenson, for constant advice, and to David Yarowsky and Ken Church of SIGDAT
for fielding many questions. Special thanks go to the student volunteers at Stanford (Dan Cer, Pi-Chuan
Chang, Surabhi Gupta, William Morgan, Yun-Hsuan Sung, and Huihsin Tseng).

We wish you all an enjoyable and thought-provoking conference.

Dan Jurafsky and Eric Gaussier
EMNLP Co-Chairs
June 2006
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