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PREFACE

This volume contains papers describing the tasks and participating systems in SENSEVAL-3
— the Third International Workshop on the Evaluation of Systems for the Semantic Analysis of
Text. The SENSEVAL-3 workshop is held in conjunction with the Association for Computational
Linguistics meeting on July 25-26, 2004 in Barcelona, Spain.

SENSEVAL-3 was very successful. Fourteen different tasks were organized and 55 teams
participated with over 160 systems. Tasks included core word sense disambiguation tasks
for various languages (Basque, Catalan, Chinese, English, Italian, Romanian, Spanish), and
new tasks involving identification of semantic roles, logic forms, multilingual annotations, and
subcategorization acquisition.

The papers represent a wide variety of state-of-the-art methods for word sense disambiguation
and semantic analysis. Although these proceedings include the descriptions of ALL tasks and
systems participating in the evaluation, the papers are all peer-reviewed. We were truly impressed
by the high quality of the reviews provided by all the members of the program committee,
particularly since deadlines were very tight. The papers have benefited from that expert feedback.

When we first started planning this workshop, we agreed that having a high quality invited
speaker was crucial. We thank Kenneth Church not only for his talk, but also for the boost of
confidence provided by his quick and enthusiastic acceptance.

We also thank the members of the two panels for providing discussion and insights on 1)
applications for WSD and 2) planning Senseval-4.

The evaluation really comes down to the organization of the tasks. The task organizers did a
supreme job of task design, data creation, and administration, again on strong time constraints.

We are also grateful to the ACL 2004 conference organizers for local organization and the
forum. Finally, we most gratefully acknowledge the support of our sponsors, the European
Language Resources Association (ELRA), the National Science Foundation (NSF), and the ACL
Special Interest Group on the Lexicon (SIGLEX).

Rada Mihalcea and Phil Edmonds
July 2004
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WSD based on mutual information and syntactic patterns
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