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Preface

The Recent Advances in Natural Language Processing (RANLP) conference, already in its eight year
and ranked among the most influential NLP conferences, has always been a meeting venue for scientists
coming from all over the world. Since 2009, we decided to give arena to the younger and less experienced
members of the NLP community to share their results with an international audience. For this reason,
further to the first successful and highly competitive Student Research Workshop associated with the
conference RANLP 2009, we are pleased to announce the second edition of the workshop which is held
during the main RANLP 2011 conference days on 13 September 2011.

The aim of the workshop is to provide an excellent opportunity for students at all levels (Bachelor,
Master, and Ph.D.) to present their work in progress or completed projects to an international research
audience and receive feedback from senior researchers. We have received 31 high quality submissions,
among which 6 papers have been accepted as regular oral papers, and 18 as posters. Each submission
has been reviewed by at least 2 reviewers, who are experts in their field, in order to supply detailed and
helpful comments. The papers’ topics cover a broad selection of resarch areas, such as:

e Annotation;

e BioMedical NLP;

e Coreference Resolution;

e Corpus Linguistics;

e Discourse Processing;

e Information Extraction;

e Machine Translation;

¢ Ontologies;

e Opinion Mining;

e Natural Language Generation;

e Parsing;

e Part-of-Speech Tagging;

e Question Answering;

e Text Classification;

e Text Segmentation;

e Text Summarization;

e Textual Entailment;

e Word Sense Disambiguation.

We are also glad to admit that our authors comprise a very international group with students coming
from: Brazil, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Iran, Romania, Russia, Spain, Serbia, Sweden,
United Kingdom and United States.

We would like to thank the authors for submitting their articles to the Student Workshop and the members
of the Programme Committee for their efforts to provide exhaustive reviews and for reacting in time. We
are especially grateful to the RANLP Chairs Prof. Galia Angelova and Prof. Ruslan Mitkov for their
indispensable support and encouragement during the Workshop organisation.

We hope that all the participants will receive invaluable feedback about their work. This year the
conference and the workshop will take place in a new location (Hissar, Bulgaria), so we wish you to
enjoy this new location and the Workshop!

Irina Temnikova, Ivelina Nikolova and Natalia Konstantinova
Organisers of the Student Workshop, held in conjunction with
The International Conference RANLP-11
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