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A Construction-Bsed Approach to

Chinese Lexical Semantics
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Abstract

This paper, set within the theoretical framework of Construction Grammar, aims to
pave the way for a comprehensive investigation of the behavior of Chinese lexical
meaning with a focus on word sense and structure sense. Taking a top-down view,
we discuss observed nuances in the meaning based on different syntax distributions,
and describe the related semantic features, distributions and observed dynamic
change. In addition, taking a bottom-up view, we use the analytical methods of the

RSB PGS (No. R -102- 000 - 029 - 112) $¥E) -+ FIH 77 5V i
B AP (] (CLSWS » $7Ub » 2004 & 6 F]) b o L ipsde 3 HATH2 - i 5542 -

L PP U e R
TPt 2118 £ 5 Dept. of Chinese Studies, National University of Singapore
E-mail: chswh@nus.edu.sg

[Received April 10, 2005; Revised June 12, 2005; August 15, 2005]



49 T

semantic system and also describe and explain many kinds of semantic relations
between different structures, such as polysemy, synonymy, antonym, and
homonymy.
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