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Preface

The Second Workshop on Multilingual Surface Realisation (MSR 2019) was held as part of EMNLP
2019 in Hong Kong on 3 November 2019. The MSR workshops aim to bring together researchers
interested in surface-oriented Natural Language Generation problems such as word order determination,
inflection, functional word determination, etc. A central part of the MSR workshops is an evolving shared
task on surface realisation (SR). Following a pilot task in 2011 for English only, the SR shared task
went multilingual from 2018, continuing to include both a shallow track (generating from full universal
dependency structures) and a deep track (generating from underspecified UD structures). Workshop and
shared task are endorsed by the ACL Special Interest Group on Natural Language Generation (SIGGEN).

The 2019 edition of the SR task (SR’19) offered 11 different languages (up from 10 in SR’18) and
attracted 33 team registrations from 17 countries (up from 21 registrations for SR’18). 14 teams
submitted systems to SR’19 (up from 8 in SR’18), with two teams withdrawing post submission. Nine
teams participated in the Shallow Track only, one in the Deep Track only, and two teams took part in
both. All submitting teams submitted a system for English, four teams submitted for English only, four
teams submitted for all 11 languages, and four teams submitted for between three and 9 languages.

For English, we evaluated 12 Shallow Track systems and four Deep Track systems in human evaluations
of readability and meaning similarity (to reference sentences). Not only did we have multiple Deep Track
systems (compared to just one in 2018), but the best Deep Track system actually performed equally well
or better than most Shallow Track systems for both readability and meaning similarity. Moreover, the
best Shallow Track systems are beginning to close the gap to human toplines, in particular for English
and Spanish. In terms of progress, the success of the Deep Track systems represents the biggest leap
forward from SR’18, while it looks likely that the shallow systems will catch up with human toplines
in the near future. The SR tasks have clearly demonstrated that generation from structured meaning
representations can be done with impressive success by current neural methods.

MSR 2019 was pleased to host two invited talks, one by Claire Gardent of Nancy University, and one by
the artist Maurice Benayoun, also known as MoBen or 53, who is based in Hong Kong. In addition to
papers related to the SR’19 shared task, we accepted one paper on wider surface realisation. Given the
increased interest and progress we are able to report for SR’19, we plan to continue with a third shared
task in 2020, as part of which we plan to investigate ways of linking up to earlier stages of automatic
language generation.

We gratefully acknowledge the hard work put in by the SR’19 participating teams, reviewers and local
organisers, and more generally, the creativity and enthusiasm generated by participants in the MSR
workshops and SR tasks which is of course what keeps them both going.
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