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Introduction

Linguistic annotation of natural language corpora is the backbone of supervised methods of statisti-
cal natural language processing. The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (LAW) is the annual workshop
of the ACL and ELRA Special Interest Group on Annotation (SIGANN), and it provides a forum for
the presentation and discussion of innovative research on all aspects of linguistic annotation, including
the creation and evaluation of annotation schemes, methods for automatic and manual annotation, use
and evaluation of annotation software and frameworks, representation of linguistic data and annotations,
semi-supervised “human in the loop” methods of annotation, crowd-sourcing approaches, and more.

As in the past, this year’s LAW provides a forum for annotation researchers to work towards standardiza-
tion, best practices, and interoperability of annotation information and software.

These proceedings include papers that were presented at the 18th Linguistic Annotation Workshop
(LAW-XVIII), co-located with EACL 2024 in St. Julian’s, Malta, on March 22, 2024.

This edition of the workshop is the eighteenth meeting of the ACL and ELRA Special Interest Group
for Annotation. The first workshop took place in 2007 at the ACL in Prague. Since then, the LAW
has been held every year, consistently drawing substantial participation (both in terms of paper/poster
submissions and participation in the actual workshop) providing evidence that the LAW’s overall focus
continues to be an important area of interest in the field, a substantial part of which relies on supervised
learning from gold standard data sets (despite the advent of LLMs — see below). This year, we received
39 submissions, out of which 20 papers have been accepted to be presented at the workshop, as long or
short papers, or as posters.

In addition, LAW-XVIII features an invited talk by Lilja @vrelid (University of Oslo).

The special theme of LAW-XVIII is Large Language Models. In recent years, they have both transformed
the field of NLP and alerted the general public to the astonishing powers of new language technologies.
Needless to say, they will have an increasing impact also on matters of linguistic annotation; our special
session of long papers is meant to stir discussions about prospects and limitations.

Our thanks go to SIGANN, our organizing committee, for their continuing organization of the LAW

workshops. Most of all, we would like to thank all the authors for submitting their papers to the workshop
and our program committee members for their dedication and their thoughtful reviews.

The LAW-XVIII Program Co-Chairs:
Sophie Henning and Manfred Stede
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Keynote Talk: Who do you love? Fine-grained sentiment
annotation, aggregation and data augmentation

Lilja Ovrelid
University of Oslo
Fri, March 22, 2024 — Time: 11:00 - 12:00 — Room: Radisson Marie Louise Suite 2

Abstract: In this talk I will discuss insights from several large-scale annotation projects aimed at en-
riching texts with subjective assessments describing their sentiment. In particular, I will describe a
trajectory which is shared by many annotation projects aimed at supplying various Information Extrac-
tion systems with data: moving from fine-grained annotation of text spans at the sub-sentence level to
aggregation of information within or across documents. I will start out by discussing the task of structu-
red sentiment analysis and in particular, the 2022 SemEval shared task devoted to this task. In follow-up
work, we assess the usefulness of these annotations for the aggregation of entity-level sentiment annota-
tion for longer documents and provide a study of remaining challenges for the cross-sentence tracking of
sentiment. Finally, I will briefly touch on recent work on data augmentation for sentiment analysis eval-
uating both masked language models and LLM-based prompting in the context of sentiment annotation.

Bio: Lilja @vrelid is a Professor of Informatics at the University of Oslo, where she leads the Language
Technology Group. She has been involved in a number of large annotation projects devoted to a diverse
set of NLP tasks, such as UD syntax, NER, negation, sentiment analysis, coreference resolution and
question-answering. She has worked on syntactic and semantic parsing, as well as the application of
structured prediction approaches to NLP tasks beyond parsing, such as fine-grained sentiment analysis
and event extraction.
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