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Abstract

Aiming at the problems of inconsistent modeling units and unsatisfactory recognition
results in Tibetan end-to-end speech recognition research, this paper proposes a BPE-
Conformer-CTC/Attention end-to-end Tibetan speech recognition method. Firstly,
the method adopts the byte-pair encoding algorithm for speech modeling, which solves
the problem of inconsistent modeling units in Tibetan speech recognition by repeatedly
merging the most frequent character pairs, segmenting the text into manageable and
meaningful units, and balancing the granularity of modeling units. Secondly, the Con-
former encoder is utilized to effectively fuse the global and local dependencies of audio
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sequences, thus enhancing the model’s representational capability. Finally, the align-
ment and decoding process is accelerated by a joint CTC/Attention decoding strategy,
which in turn improves the accuracy and efficiency of the recognition results. Ex-
perimental results on the open-source datasets XBMU-AMDO31 and TIBMD@QMUC
show that the proposed BPE-Conformer-CTC/Attention model achieves a word er-
ror rate of 9.0% and 4.6%, respectively, and compared to the baseline Transformer-
CTC/Attention model, the word error rate is reduced by 14.2% and 30.3%, respectively.
This proposed approach provides an effective solution for the Tibetan end-to-end speech
recognition task.

Keywords: Tibetan speech recognition , End to end , Byte pair encoding , Amdo
dialect

1 5|F

AR, v B v B B 3018 B IR AI(ASR) T 1A @Ok B A2 Bl R FE (Amodei et al., 2015;
Chorowski et al., 2015; Huang et al., 2020) . 5{&51B8 &R T EM L, WmEIHASRR G0k
RETA R . A RRANE SRR SRR R AR B MER T HATE B UL, RIERER T IR
BB

L i 21 T = R AR AP AR o (BEIRRIE and 220, 2018)3& 45 A RNNACTCH T IAEE L
R AR A T B 2R, DUR AR PEAIPERE - (E42, 2019)R FHLSTM-CTCli 2/ ¥
TTEHAT B R FIEIR A - % Transformer(Vaswani et al., 2017)ENLAS B LS HIT 2N
F. (Dong et al., 2018) B R H G| ATEEIRAIAIE, #&H! T Speech-Transformerf&Z - (Yang et
al., 2020)$E H 7 2T Transformer I HE & H IR A 7 1%, OB IR BIEEIREER30% LT - (&
PR and 1 ELEEHE 2023)F9 % | Transformer-CTC/Attentionf& !, 5 S0E 1B B IR BT 5
BLE T A

RSBl iE E S RS T — e, BMEdE—SrRE. MRTERIES, BUEm
R AR IR E - A BB R TR SRR, B R IT A S — I E B LIS A
Ao [, AREDENC B0 B R i — B2 E BOE R B ERERIERTT -

BN B R, R EEZTTE AR R, 45 6CTC(Graves, 2006) H B %f 57
FlAttention b F BRI A, KR T £ T CTC/AttentionHk & fi# i3 B Transformerif & iR 5
T . N f# R TransformerffifE HEME ERE A RAIFE, $2 H % FH Conformer{F g &, 14
## 1 Conformer-CTC/Attentionfi ! - FEEBLHILIEEE [, RABPEREEITET &, LU
R FTHETEHFRILAFI, FNETIBPEN RTEHE —EBRE L RERERARFIIAIC A

i .

2 BEEITH%ES

ST FIEFIRARAE R, BT RE R PR ILR G RN EER R — . AR
1B TT TR IO SR B IR R T 5 AR E R, S IERI PR ARG B o .« £
OB TE S IRBITI R AU, BT 6 I 2B RN E] B AR R (] FiokL B A AR A T
MARG— . GHFEFR, 1EFIRALEEEH AREEC R #H — R E BRI R .

2.1  JIESCFERRL

BOBENDEOE R —MIES, 81 REMZLZ=KFE . RETNRATSHHE—
MROIBEXF R, EMREFIEFEINN TEENE A SME & L EK . BiEE —MPE
F, H30MEE AN TCEWAR . — M EEN NS, HETEmENmA, mE T X
@W#%ﬁ%%ﬁ&aﬁﬁ,ﬁ%%@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁxiTﬁﬁ%EW,E%%%WEWT
7N o

2.2 ETEUNmEHESER

N B G SRR ARG, R BT R — R EAE A (R ORIV A
LA ITT (At ) BAAREB B S TR - FERPREACR, HH 2SS Tk SR
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B 1. BT R

WA~ ZEERMY, IWTINA T BRI, SR niRBIAE R - M, mFERRE
ARABL R TT (U0 T AN 79 ) U AT LU b ol t e 8/ BE AR AL R, (B e TR B s VU
PR~ PRIE R R B B o PRI, 0dedsed R R AR AR B TN TP BRI R E SR E, MY
%%Fﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁg%ﬁ,Eﬂ%@*%ﬁﬁiﬁ&%%%ﬁﬁ@,%ﬁ
IRBIPERE -

B IX — R, ARSCHEH T f# ST 5 SRS (Byte Pair Encoding, BPE)(Shibata et al.,
1999) BIESAT ORI T2 - BPER —MEWE % 5E vk, W LUEE — A BRI R R R R B
BRI TR (AL, [ RES B P A RS SR DRI . BPERIAE SE R &1 T P70 AL
i, RIEHKA B — D F AR R = ) — X 75, BRRBITOR AL R - RIEIZ
SO, FATTAT LRSI A1 &5 17 FIBPESR 45 8, anfE2ffoR, Hrp < oz 11 Jy i Fi

A
%

I

~9X

L5 ®

97 _ma_r35_3 |
Bl 2. #CCAIBPESR 5 /R

3 HRAEME

BT 0 U ) 0 18 H IR AR S . AR SUR T —MBPE-Conformer-CTC/Attentionii & 22
¥ o EBFTR, 2R = AEEE A ConformerZmiges < CTCHERY 4> L F Attentionfi#
W3 B, EFHEW Conformermidan D N m MBS FET S, NG ZFH 17155
25 J5 BEHICTCHI Attention P RIS 73 SCHATANER o TEYIGRIFEA, P AERAG 40 2 B0 28 R A%
R—ENEEMEHE, LB EESEEFS] - MAAEMEIE, 193 80% 2 05 i hiAY
RHEREEATEE, BRIRLHIRAER

3.1 ZmiERE

IR 3K H Conformer(Gulati et al., 2020)1ER%wiDes, HEAMUIEI3HTR - Conformerfmfdes
FEREMUADFERARN, BFAE - PSR . 2L BERIER . BIRERAME
R AR P LS o AS[R]F Transformer, Conformer #1122 Sk & A F T AN 07 & ik
NG, FERA T SwishigEKEL - 73— 7, BRI LLZ 56T (Pointwise Convolution)Fl
MR IT(GLU) R A, REHE T — 4R BRI T —1L (Batch norm), 1X—iTH
B T ARG ZRAR RS . BAkH, KT 5%k ConformerBRIHINF I z),, HiHy, FIiTHE
AR N FTR:

TFFN1 ::ck—l—l/ZFFN(xk) (1)
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TypHsA = ppN1 + MHSA(zprnt) (2)
TCony = Trusa + Cona(Tarsa) (3)
yr = Layer Norm(zcony + 1/2FFN (2conw)) (4)
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B 3. BPE-Conformer-CTC/AttentionZE14 &

3.2 [REEREZE
3.2.1 Transformerf#igss

TransformerfEE ayiE T HIER VLI BEREEERE H T I H TR Z BRI R, MATFE
TP HE, B TransformerZ@44 1 ) 2 3L E B LRI B 9D E B T4 55 A F0 5 H 751 A
AR R - FIL, ARICF Transformerf# 525350 9 B F A Evm 2| 518 5 1R 5 2 AR g 2 1) —
g BARN AR ZE LEBIVLEI A4 R -

Multi-Head
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B 4. BERURRIER TR
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ER NS RET R SRER R, HE T
Attention(Q, K, V) = Softmaza((QKT)/\/(d))V (5)

3.2.2 EERFNE

CTCE L B RPN e R A F I RIR 57 0 AT AL, JHER T AR A A AR A
TUMISCAR PR B TT 2 (8] B ST R B e, T AT SE IR T S 235 75 2R T AT G5 - 1%
TRt P FEESE RS, FAEILESREZ BEA—MFIRNZE88/5, flae,
DA RS i A VB K B AR DL EC A CTCRE AR o 3 A SR I VM (S AL T A B A s N AN RT3
AHIZAE R - CTCHISEIE Tsoftmax K2, ZAREBEE T PrA I HERAAT 5 LU
FATRRZEHT A
3.2.3 BACTC/AttentionfiZ!

FEAL B R MAREIRRS, (5T Attention L #1057 77 2\ AT §E & S EUIGRET ERE N, XIRTE
R = B I [R) Hi J5 I AR - AEECZ T, CTCH R R I [7)-Ji5 1] S5 U B8 F4 RS ] 5
FRARU = 8t Fro A RS A RS o O T R R Attention X 57 AR R RIRR,  [RII $2 88
YNGRE, RI0ETH T —ME A CTC/Attentiont® 8 - FEIZIERI A CTCHE B AE R BN
55, HThndn 57 Fafd st # . AR E’J%é‘ﬁ%**ﬂ{?%ﬁ EnEsaw -

i

Attention
Decoder

f 1‘
|

Shared
Encoder

|

X
Kl 5. JR&CTC/AttentionZ5 14 {7 B

CTC

3.3 MKKE

NERE WA, EWI A FRFACTCH, TEMER A R HCEM R FETING - AR
AR AT B R R CTCHI 2K (Lee and Watanabe, 2021)FICEfRKMAAE M, B4 A0
T,

Hrp 2EANE SRR A, yR2MERNAEER S, DUENE PFECEMRKMCTCH K
R

4 SERGEREST

4.1 SEREIE MR

7RSS UG E R R H OpenSLR M 3l _E I 1 78k 7 % % 203 EXBMU-AMDO31(Li et al.,
2022) FIH# 1% £ 7 5 TIBMD@MUCH{#E £ (Zhao et al., 2020) - F{IEEXBMU-AMDO31H 66/
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RHBEA S ANELZENZENTE N ELFIEH, 58 KASUVNMTFRE, 22630704 F, &
FEON2754 . FRETIBMDAMUCHSTALBHE A S AEZNIAR NEEREV. - ZiAHE
M A ML R, 35 T 5 52.53/ M« BRE A E5.87/ NS F12 % 77 525.93/NE, 103901
AT, BFECN3006- P EUE SR B I CSCAE B RS R Y 16K Hz, RAWKEE N166L - L5
B, TIBMDQMUCHUIEEHF UK 25.93/ N I Z 2 T S8R, FE0 B AN E0E 58 5 TR G 2 00t
1T0. 9 AL 1 E IR E IS R EIR Y FE 231 (Ko et al., 2015) -

FKHUAFIRZ (word error rate, WER)/E N M #5FR, HASHEFHRMETHE, DX
MERFIETEHE, IRKBANETHE, NRRZPHETHE, WERIIESR/NELT - BAAF
R

WER=(S+D+1)/N (7)

4.2 SERRESH
RN 2 S HESRE T Pytorch F &, 4mF21E S Python - EAR TAEWEELEN:

IR
BIERZ | Ubuntuls.04
Linux 4.15.0
EREE 4
LT NN Tesla P100
N7 12G
Pythonfifii 4% 3.8
Torchhi 7% 1.13.1
Cudaft A< 11.2

*£1. FEEE

S, fHHS04EFbank(filter banks) 1EAMIARHE, HAMIKA25 ms, Wi H10 ms-
A A ) 2 L iE B 7L 50 41, Encoder¥H 121>, DecoderBtE67, &1~ HUM
370 Y8R H R I SwishE W TG B £, Dropout RELHN0.1- FHAdam L2, R Warmup
Step 4130000/ Warmup Ir2#>] 5B ISR, WE > E80.0005, YILR50%E -

4.3 SR

R HE e AEXBMU-AMDO31AI TIBMDQMUCAUTE 5 1383 7 A3 4 F 2 79 o S A
AT B B IBPE-Conformer-CTC /Attentionf B R4 5 | H 5 3 28 85 W Transformer-
CTC/Attention#1Txf EL, WFK2FT7R -

. R _. XBMU-AMDO31 TIBMD@MUC

a1 22.2 20.6 13.2 12.3

Transformer-CTC/Attention FT 16.3 15.2 9.8 9.7
=il 11.2 10.5 6.8 6.6

a1 9.7 9.5 5.5 5.1

Conformer-CTC/Attention FT 9.8 9.3 4.9 4.6
=il 9.5 9.2 4.9 4.6

BPE-Conformer-CTC/Attention BPE500 9.4 9.0 4.7 4.6

£ 2. FRWFELEEIWER(%) L5045 5%

SIS R F A, ZETIBMD@MUCH i3 % | fIBPE-Conformer-CTC /Attentiont# 7 5§ 5
5 Conformer-CTC/Attentiont& 7 2 SR #H 2 | M T Transformer-CTC/AttentiontH X [ 1%
T30.3%- T AEXBMU-AMDO31/ i 58 £, #& Hi AIBPE-Conformer-CTC/Attentionf& 7
#8 F. T Conformer-CTC/Attentionts & [ 18] £5 3% 28 45 XF B (X 72.2%, #H H T Transformer-
CTC/AttentionfHXf ML T14.2% -
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HE X LR S, TIBMD@MUCI A K ER A, MXBMU-AMDO31 X AKER K H
WAEMEE, FXBMU-AMDO3IEIREE ZEE S, NMEE T AT s BH %
MEE RN . BT, ASCLUNSERSZEXBMU-AMDO31 AR S F 1T -

7T B BPETR B AU A/ N8 T R A A, AR SR EXBMU-AMDO3 15 &
BRI IR R TSRS o SRR A R ARSI -

" o XBMU-AMDO31
BPEHIUE K/ | #AY REE it
BPE100 9.9 9.6
BPE300 9.4 9.1
BPE400 9.5 9.1
BPE500 ours g4 9.0
BPE600 9.7 9.2
BPES00 9.5 9.2

% 3. BPEHUEN IG5 EWER(%) FI52I0

WeiEE 4 R/ HIBPEA SIME SRR T A RE R R BB . il /M, 2 58—
BRI A AR TR, TR E R RIAE AR, i mBe (AR SO 2 g
AES), JCHEIEALIETE FE WSORRS « Tk KA S g IniR R e, (RS R
AL E KBS AN - SRIGLERERA], YBPEIRSLIA/NA5000, AEAETICE S - BAEREZ AL
P, SR RIFRSURAEEANTERE T - AR FTWER799.0% -

09T BEGE AR I A T ROE SO RO 5 2 T 0 G Y IR AT R S R R A &
5, ASCAEXS R RS B 42 R R K/ Nbeam sizeE T IF I BIEIERT, 22 AIXH T LR - 5T - &
TIABPES007 & & SR B TTAVERSCR - X HLAE RANRAPTR «

. \ - XBMU-AMDO31
A (CTCHLE70.3) | BRI I st
L 9.9 9.4
beam _size= 2 %I 9.8 9.7
E=JaEl 9.8 9.4
BPE500 9.4 9.2
i 10.0 9.5
beam size= 4 iz 9.8 9.6
=HE 9.6 9.1
BPES500 9.5 9.1
T i 9.7 9.5
beam _size= 6 %I 9.8 9.3
=] 9.5 9.2
BPE500 9.4 9.0
i 10.0 9.6
: FT 9.9 9.5
beam_size= 10 224 9.3 9.9
BPES500 9.5 9.0

£ 4. 5 beam-size K/ NI NI B I AR N SIS 45 SR WER(%) B2

SKIRAERERH, AT ELAF, Hbeam sizef) K/NEN6RT, PUATEAR B ICHIRCR AT H
Ebeam size A/NATEFERCREL - BRI, HRTEE=ZMEREAIT, BPESOIENER
BICRHORIRAT - JRAATRES AR JLs:

(1) BPEifd B & H HIR G 007 A7 0r, ST o WO BT AHE -
J (2) BPERERSEUDRGINE, Fral2x TRUE PR RAENHE FAES, R aIEREHR
Rz ILHE
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(3) BPERERS S IF M ITROE M EEREH, hASERAGAIL, B TRIRAAEE SR
BIESS HFHIECR -

0 TP ISIER & CTC/ Attention RS IR RME, ASGHET B CTCAER & LU R
B O TSRS . A MURCTCRT HVHLE - CTC L S BIRTIEREIN RSP, -

, XBMU-AMDO31
o CTOAM joirge it

BPE-Conformer-Attention A=0 11.6 11.1

BPE-Conformer-CTC A=1 39.8 36.9
A=0.2 9.6 9.0

2=0.3 9.4 9.0

BPE-Conformer-CTC/Attention | \_g 5 9.5 9.3
A=0.7 10.0 9.5

# 5. CTC & AT S8 45 RWER(%) FI5200

SEEGLE R KB, HCTCHI Attention L HI B & FEAS R, LIS RURFRL T CTCE Attentiontl
il ERERRS, RFCTCHIZE AL &7 LR B R 0.3 EE 1B B R B ORI e 4,  HFRFWER49.0%,
I TIE A CTC/ Attentionfi# 5 FIE %M -

5 RBEENEE

K% T BPE-Conformer-CTC / Attentiondi 2|4 i iE 1B S R AIERAY , 75 A T F0E B
BIRE LR T AR BB R IT LU ER & S HONBUEE S IR Am, B0k T R A s 1
BIRARERE - FEARRTAES, RFFARLLRAM R ZEE AR HAESIRA 7%, #Himdh
REBOEZ T 5 BB S IRAIT AU, DU A EGEE = R R SR REAISE R -

2% SCHk
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