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Abstract

Complex named entities (NE), like the titles
of creative works, are not simple nouns and
pose challenges for NER systems. In the Se-
mEval 2023, Task 2: MultiCoNER II was pro-
posed, whose goal is to recognize complex en-
tities against out of knowledge-base entities
and noisy scenarios. To address the challenges
posed by MultiCoNER 11, our team NetEase.Al
proposed an entity recognition system that in-
tegrates text error correction system and exter-
nal knowledge, which can recognize entities in
scenes that contain entities out of knowledge
base and text with noise. Upon receiving an
input sentence, our systems will correct the
sentence, extract the entities in the sentence as
candidate set using the entity recognition model
that incorporates the gazetteer information, and
then use the external knowledge to classify the
candidate entities to obtain entity type features.
Finally, our system fused the multi-dimensional
features of the candidate entities into a stacking
model, which was used to select the correct en-
tities from the candidate set as the final output.
Our system exhibited good noise resistance and
excellent entity recognition performance, re-
sulting in our team’s first place victory in the
Chinese track of MultiCoNER II.

1 Introduction

Named Entity Recognition (NER) is a core Nat-
ural Language Processing (NLP) task that aims
to detect and classify entities in a sequence. In
practical and open-domain settings, however, it is
difficult for machines to process complex and am-
biguous named entities(Ashwini and Choi, 2014),
and the performance of the NER system can be
significantly reduced when the text contains noise
(such as spelling errors). To alleviate this issue,
SemEval 2023 Task 2(Fetahu et al., 2023b,a; Mal-
masi et al., 2022b,a) was formulated to focus on
recognizing semantically ambiguous and complex
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entities against out of knowledge-base entities and
noisy scenarios. In practice, noise in the text leads
to deviation of the text semantics. Therefore, it is
often necessary to employ some methods to cor-
rect the erroneous text in order to minimize the
semantic distortion and its impact on the textual
understanding. When labeling complex entities,
people often rely on external knowledge to aid
them. Several studies have found that incorporating
prior knowledge is beneficial for entity recognition
(Tedeschi et al., 2021; Hu and Wei, 2020; Seyler
et al., 2018). Therefore, we believe that correcting
noise and leveraging external knowledge can help
to recognize entities in noisy text. To effectively
combine all the features, we use a stacking model
(Pavlyshenko, 2018) to integrate the semantic fea-
tures of the text and external knowledge features
for entity recognition.

In this article, our system consists of multiple
modules. After the text is inputted, the text error
correction module is used to eliminate noise. Then,
the entity recognition module performs the entity
recognition task on the corrected text and gener-
ates the span and category of the candidate entity
set. Subsequently, the entity span is fed into the
knowledge-based classifier module to gain the en-
tity related information from the knowledge system
and obtain the entity type by the classifier. Finally,
the candidate entity span and entity type predicted
by multiple modules are inputted into the stacking
model to comprehensively assess the correctness
of the entity and output the correct entity judged
by the model.

2 Related Work

NER(Sundheim, 1995) is a basic task in natural
language processing. This task has many appli-
cations in social media(Derczynski et al., 2017),
news(Sang and Erik, 2002; Sang and De Meul-
der, 2003), E-commerce(Fetahu et al., 2021; Wang
et al., 2021) and medical field(Dogan et al., 2014;
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Li et al., 2016) and other fields. Recently, models
such as BERT(Devlin et al., 2018), Tacl-BERT(Su
et al., 2021), Nezha(Wei et al., 2019) and other
models that contain context information based on
pre-training have significantly improved the perfor-
mance of NER. Recent works (Ili¢ et al., 2018;
Akbik et al., 2018; Strakova et al., 2019) have
focused on combining different forms of training
to enhance the performance of token embeddings.
Subsequently, many studies have demonstrated
that document-level context can significantly im-
prove token representation, resulting in state-of-
the-art performance (Yu et al., 2020; Luoma and
Pyysalo, 2020; Yamada et al., 2020; Wang et al.,
2020). In SemEval 2022 Task 11, two teams
achieved impressive results. The first team pro-
posed a knowledge-based NER system (Wang et al.,
2022), while the second team utilized a gazetteer
constructed from Wikidata (Chen et al., 2022) to
enhance their NER model’s performance. These
methods have achieved top-ranking performance
in multiple tracks.

3  Our System

This section will introduce the various parts of our
system and how the system works. Figure 1 shows
composition of our system.

3.1 Text Correction Module

The text correction module is designed to identify
and correct the noise in text, such as spelling errors.
The input of the module is noisy text, and the out-
put is the modified, corrected text. To facilitate the
error correction process, a label system is designed
for text error correction, containing two types of

labels, namely, replacement label and correct label.
Replace labels of the form DELETEIX, where X is
a character, are equal in number to the character set
in the dictionary, meaning the token corresponding
to the sentence is to be replaced with X. The cor-
rect label indicates that the token in the sentence
is correct and does not need to be modified. We
input the text to be corrected into the text correc-
tion model, output the corresponding prediction tag
for each token, and use the tag to correct the text.
Due to time constraints, we modify the training set
and validation set of the task using the font confu-
sion dataset and phonetic confusion dataset as the
training data of the text correction model.

The model architecture mainly consists of a
MLM pre-trained model and an MLP (multi-layer
perceptron). After the text is input into the pre-
trained model, the token embeddings containing
the relationship between the tokens and the seman-
tic information of the tokens are obtained by cal-
culating the interaction attention between tokens.
Subsequently, all the token embeddings are input
into the MLP structure, and the confidence distri-
bution of each token regarding the label is obtained
through a SoftMax function. The token with the
highest score is taken as the final result to modify
the original text.

3.2 Named Entity Recognition Module

Our system treats the NER task as a sequence la-
beling problem. The main purpose of the entity
recognition module is to identify the span and type
of entities in the text. The entity recognition mod-
ule of the system is mainly composed of two types
of network architectures, both of which use pre-
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trained models to enhance performance. In fact,
we will explore different pre-trained models for
each NER model structure.

3.2.1 Basic Pre-trained NER Network

This network structure, based on a pre-trained
model, mainly consists of an embedding layer and
a linear CRF(Lafferty et al., 2001) layer. Upon re-
ceiving a sentence as input, the embedding layer of
the model encodes the sequence, and obtains the to-
ken representation of the input sentence. The token
embedding is then fed into the CRF layer to ob-
tain the conditional probability of the output. The
inference of the model utilizes the Viterbi(Forney,
1973) algorithm to decode, and thus obtains the
final sequence labeling result, as well as the entity
span and the corresponding entity type.

3.2.2 Gazetteer NER Network

Our system uses the Gazetteer-Adapted Integra-
tion Network proposed by USTC-NELSLIP(Chen
et al., 2022) to fuse the gazetteer information. In
order to fuse the information of gazetteer, we need
to build a prefix tree according to gazetteer in ad-
vance. When a sentence is input into the prefix
tree, the longest matching algorithm is employed
to generate a 73-dimensional one-hot vector. Un-
like their two-stage training methods, we adopt the
conventional one-stage training method to carry
out supervised training by calculating the predicted
results and the loss of actual tags.

3.3 Gazetteer

The key to building a gazetteer lies in the entity in-
formation stored in Wikidata. The entire Wikidata
database can be viewed as a graph composed of nu-
merous nodes. To classify these nodes, we employ
a Graph Convolutional Network to obtain a proba-
bility distribution of the corresponding entity types.
This method helps us to construct a gazetteer. We
obtain all Chinese-related nodes and the inter-node
relationships of Wikidata as a graph. Our system is
based on a Graph Convolutional Network (GCN)
classifier(Kipf and Welling, 2016), which is trained
and validated on an existing labeling dataset to gen-
erate the classification results of each Chinese node
in Wikidata.

In our system, the gazetteer plays two roles.
Firstly, if the entities recognized by the entity mod-
ule match those in the gazetteer, the type informa-
tion of the corresponding entries in the gazetteer
will be used as a feature by the stacking model

to assess the correctness of the entities. Secondly,
the gazetteer is also employed to enhance the per-
formance of the entity recognition model, as illus-
trated in section 3.2.2.

3.4 Knowledge-based Classifier Module

The retrieval enhancement context has been proven
to be effective for the named entity recognition task
(Wang et al., 2021), wherein the candidate entity
span is used as the input to retrieve the relevant
text from the constructed knowledge system which
is then fed into the text classification model. The
main function of this module is to determine the
corresponding type of the candidate entity span
output by the entity recognition through the text
classification method. Next, we will introduce how
to establish a knowledge system and how to use
knowledge to classify entity category.

Based on Wikipedia, we developed a local
Wikipedia search engine to retrieve relevant infor-
mation for input entities. We downloaded the latest
version of Wikipedia and converted it into plain
text, then indexed it using ElasticSearch (ES). ES
is document-based and documents are the smallest
search unit of ES. We used ES to search for candi-
date entities, obtaining descriptions related to them,
as well as sentences containing them. Additionally,
we leveraged the Google search engine to obtain
entity-related information. After conducting com-
parative experiments, we chose Wikipedia as the
data source for our knowledge system. The input
for our classifier was composed of the entity, the
original sentence in data released by MultiCoNER
II and entity-related information, all concatenated
together.

The information of the knowledge system will
be used as the input of the text classification model,
which will predict the category conditional proba-
bility of the entity. The classification model based
on pre-training performs well in the current text
classification task(Sinoara et al., 2019). Our text
classification model is based on the pre-trained
model and Multi-Layer Perceptron(MLP). Once a
sentence is input into the model, the embedding
layer encodes the sentence and outputs the corre-
sponding token representation set. Following the
commonly used method(Devlin et al., 2018), we
feed the embedding corresponding to [CLS] from
the token embedding representation set into the
MLP layer for classification, input the output of the
MLP layer into the SoftMax function, and output a
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probability distribution ¢ about the classification la-
bel. Finally, the type label probability distribution
of the candidate entity, y, is input into the stacking
model in order to determine its correctness. For
the experiment, multiple pre-trained models will
be used and the best three will be selected. All the
outputs of these three models are then input into
the stacking model as features.

3.5 Stacking Model

In practice, the stacking approaches(Pavlyshenko,
2018) have achieved promising results in various
tasks when it is used to fuse multiple features for
classification. Our system outputs the probability
distribution of multiple candidate entities and en-
tity labels in the named entity recognition module,
while in the gazetteer module and knowledge-based
classifier, it obtains the probability characteristics
of entity types. In this section, we will introduce
the construction and training of the stacking model,
which will be utilized to fuse the relevant features
of the candidate entities and classify them in order
to identify the correct entities from the candidate
entity set as the system’s final output.

The stacking model is a machine learning classi-
fier used for supervised binary classification train-
ing. The stacking model is used to predict whether
the entities in the candidate set are correct. It em-
ploys four different input features, namely NER
Feature, Classification Feature, Gazetteer Feature
and Entity Feature. NER Feature is the confidence
level of the candidate entity output by the Entity
Recognition Module, while Classification Feature
is the probability distribution of the candidate entity
label of the Knowledge-based Classifier. Gazetteer
Feature is the label type and probability distribu-
tion of the candidate entity in the Gazetteer, and
Entity Feature is the characteristics of the entity
itself, such as its length. This model further utilizes
the self-developed AutoML framework to automat-
ically search for optimal models and parameters
during parameter adjustment.

4 System Details
4.1 Five-Fold Cross-Validation

For each individual model of the named entity rec-
ognize module and the knowledge-based classifier
module, the 5-fold cross-validation training strat-
egy is adopted, and the outputs of the five models
are finally fused. A 5-fold cross-validation training
strategy is also applied in the evaluation. The pre-

pared data are split into five pieces, each one is used
as the validation set, while the other four pieces are
used as the training set. After obtaining the five
best models by this strategy, the logits of them are
averaged to integrate them as an aggregated model.
CRF models are just voted averagely.

4.2 Number of Nodes in Wikidata

The number of all nodes in Wikidata is too large.
A large number of nodes need to be calculated
in the Graph Convolutional Network. We need
to delete some nodes to reduce the computational
complexity. Wikidata contains entity nodes in all
languages, especially leaf nodes, which account for
the largest proportion, far exceeding the number of
nodes we need. In the graph composed of Wikidata,
we will delete all non-Chinese leaf nodes, greatly
reducing the number of Wikidata nodes, and at the
same time ensure that the graph structure features
of Chinese leaf nodes are not damaged too much.

4.3 Model Selection

The experiment shows that different pre-trained
models have a great impact on the effect of the
experiment, and it is very important to evaluate
multiple pre-trained models on the validation set.
In the entity recognition module described in sec-
tion 3.2, each entity recognition model structure
will use multiple pre-trained models to test and se-
lect three best performing models. Similarly, for
the text classification model described in section
3.4, we will also use multiple pre-trained models to
test and select three best performing models. The
experiment data is constructed based on the train
set and validation set of Task 2. Finally, Basic
Pre-trained NER network integrates Electra(Clark
et al., 2020), Roberta(Liu et al., 2019) and Tacl-
BERT(Su et al., 2021). We choose Electra, Roberta
and CK-BERT(Zhang et al., 2022) for Gazetteer
NER network. Nezha, Tacl-BERT and Roberta are
integrated into Knowledge-based Classifier.

5 Results and Analysis

5.1 Main Results

In the challenge of SemEval 2023 Task 2: Mul-
tiCoNER II, our system only participated in the
Chinese track and achieved the best results therein.
Our noise subset and non-noise subset both had the
highest F1 scores.
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5.2 Effectiveness of Text Correction

There is few noise in the training set and validation
set of the task, so text correction module is not
needed to correct the text error. However, the data
in the test set contains lots of text error, resulting in
serious damage to the model performance. Table
1 is the F1 value on the test set before and after
adding the text correction module. It can be seen
that the text correction module improves the perfor-
mance of entity recognition in multiple categories
of data.

strategy | macro@F1
A 0.7336
B 0.7821
C 0.8288

Table 1: Results of the official test set on the Chinese
track. Strategy A denotes our NER system without
text correction module. Strategy B denotes our NER
system with primary text correction module. Strategy C
denotes our NER system with our best text correction
module, which integrates more models and makes data
augmentation.

5.3 Effectiveness of Each Module

In order to explore the effect of each module in
the system, we used the released training set for
training, and conducted experiments on the vali-
dation set. Due to the existence of overlapping
samples in the training set and the validation set, in
order to ensure the accuracy of the experimental re-
sults, the duplication was removed. Table 2 shows
the effect of each module under different combina-
tions. Because the validation set does not contain
text noise, the text correction module is not added
here. As shown in table, because the Knowledge-
based Classifier Module and the Gazetteer Module
integrate external knowledge, they significantly im-
prove entity recognition performance of the system.
Strategy D uses our self-developed AutoML tech-
nology, which greatly improves the performance of
our system.

6 Conclusion

In this article, we present our system for the shared
task, which won the championship in the Chinese
track and far outperformed the second in the final
score. To address the problem of text noise and
complex entities out of knowledge base raised by
the task, we designed a text correction module to
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strategy | macro@F1
A 0.7817
B 0.8252
C 0.8676
D 0.9005

Table 2: Results of the official validation data on the Chi-
nese track. Strategy A denotes NER system consisting
of named entity recognition module and stacking model.
Strategy B denotes NER system composed of named
entity recognition module, knowledge-based classifier
module and stacking model. Strategy C denotes NER
system consisting of named entity recognition module,
knowledge-based classifier module, gazetteer and stack-
ing model. Strategy D denotes NER system consisting
of named entity recognition module, knowledge-based
classifier module, gazetteer and stacking model which
trained by AutoML.

correct text errors. We leveraged Graph Convolu-
tional Network to construct a gazetteer with exter-
nal knowledge to enhance the performance of the
entity recognition model. Also, we employed a text
classification model based on external knowledge
to improve the accuracy of the entity type classi-
fication. Finally, we integrated multiple features
into a stacking model to output the correct entities.
Our experiments demonstrate that our NER system
is able to address the complex entity recognition
problem by constructing a gazetteer and utilizing
knowledge retrieval. Additionally, we have demon-
strated that building an effective text correction
model can reduce the impact of text noise. The
stacking model enables the integration of features
of diverse dimensions, thereby effectively improv-
ing the performance of our entity recognition sys-
tem. For future work, we intend to enhance the
entity recognition performance by improving the
accuracy of gazetteer construction and optimizing
entity retrieval.
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A Training Data

Our system consists of multiple distinct modules,
each with different training data. The text correc-
tion module utilizes our own constructed and an-
notated text correction dataset in the news field, in
addition to font confusion and phonetic confusion
datasets. The font confusion dataset is utilized to

test and evaluate text correction systems, compris-
ing pairs of characters from different fonts that are
visually similar and easily confused. The phonetic
confusion dataset is employed to evaluate text cor-
rection systems too, consisting of a group of pho-
netically similar words from multiple languages
that are easily confused. For example, in English,
"cat" and "cut" sound very similar but have com-
pletely different meanings. We further enhance the
data using the font and phonetic confusion datasets
on top of the news field text correction dataset.

The construction of GCN’s training data is based
on the training and validation sets released with
the MultiCoNER 11, as described in section 3.3.
Entities and their relationships in Wikidata are ab-
stracted into a graph model, where GCN can pre-
dict the class of an entity based on its relevant fea-
tures in the graph, which includes entities present
in both the training and validation sets.

The training data for the remaining modules is
entirely based on the training and validation sets
released by MultiCoNER II.

B Stacking Model and AutoML

The feature set for the stacking model has been
described in section 3.5. The purpose of the stack-
ing model is to integrate the outputs of various
modules to obtain a more reasonable result. In our
system, most modules use multiple models, and
compared to a simple voting method, the stacking
approach is a more reasonable and effective choice.
Previous research and competition solutions have
also demonstrated that the stacking method can
effectively improve performance.

The AutoML framework we have developed is
capable of performing automated operations such
as data cleansing, missing value imputation, feature
selection, and transformation to enhance the quality
and usability of data. It also has the capability of
model selection and optimization, automatically se-
lecting the optimal algorithm and hyperparameter
combination to improve model performance. Fur-
thermore, it can perform model training and evalu-
ation, automatically conducting model training and
cross-validation to assess the accuracy and gener-
alization ability of the model. In the process of
constructing a stacking model, we employ our self-
developed AutoML framework to assist us with
model selection and hyperparameter optimization,
thus achieving optimal results.
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C Detail Relevant to Text Correction
Module.

The input of the text correction module comprises
erroneous text, and its output generates a label for
each token in the text. There are two types of labels:
replacement and correct. If a token in the original
text corresponds to the correct label, it implies that
the text does not require any modification. On the
other hand, if a token in the original text corre-
sponds to the replacement label, it implies that the
text requires modification to the correct word. The
number of replacement label categories is equiva-
lent to the number of entries in the vocabulary. If
the replacement label is "deletelx", it suggests that
the corresponding text token should be replaced
with x.

In Table 1 of section 5.2, strategy B implemented
the primary text correction model, which relied
solely on the results trained using the news correc-
tion dataset. Strategy C employed data augmenta-
tion through the use of the font confusion dataset
and the phonetic confusion dataset, both of which
are high-quality datasets that have been manually
annotated, thereby enhancing the performance of
the text correction module.

D Relevant Pre-trained Models for
System.

As a matter of fact, section 4.3 has already provided
an introduction to the pre-trained language models
employed in the named entity recognition module
and the knowledge-based classifier module. In the
text correction module, we have utilized the pre-
trained model, Roberta(Liu et al., 2019).
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