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Abstract

Cheating is a common social phenomenon, but there are few studies focusing on verbs of
cheating. This paper extracted and selected single sentences of verbs of cheating and analyzed
their dependency relations extensively. Results show that as dependents, verbs of cheating
function as diverse syntactic components and semantic roles and they share a high degree of
similarity in syntactic functions. As heads, the verbs of cheating show different syntactic
co-occurrence patterns when they assume different syntactic functions. Semantically, this
study depicts and explains their semantic dependency in detail from the dimensions of
semantic density, agent and patient roles, situational roles, as well as event relations. Although
verbs of cheating are rich in usage in terms of their syntax and semantics, their main sentence
pattern is subject-verb-object and their most commonly used semantic collocation pattern is
that the verb is accompanied by an agent and a dative which is influenced by cheating. This
study, combining dependency grammar and frame semantics, investigates the syntax and
semantics of verbs of cheating quantitatively and qualitatively, which can deepen the
exploration of cheating’s linguistic cues and verbal verbs.

Keywords: dependency grammar, syntax, semantics, verbs of cheating
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