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Abstract
Since Buddhism was introduced into China in the Eastern Han Dynasty, it has undergone long-
term development and has become one of the main beliefs of the people. During the millennia
of development of Buddhism in China, not only did it develop a unique style of Chinese
Buddhism, but at the same time, Buddhism also became part of Chinese culture. After
Buddhism was introduced to China, another important effect was to trigger a millennium-long
process of Buddhist scripture translation, which resulted in a large number of Chinese Buddhist
texts. These Buddhist scriptures, through the careful creation, development, screening,
proofreading, arrangement and collation by monks of the past dynasties, form the Chinese
canon that we see today. The large number of Buddhist texts included in the Chinese canon
derives from the coexistence of diverse divisions and ideological systems, which is reflected
in the external bibliography having a certain standardized structure and organization, and the
internal rationale of its editing, including the purpose of the collection, the standards of the
selection and inclusion of scriptures, and the method of compiling canonical scriptures usually

reflects the knowledge structure of one era and the evolution of knowledge across the ages.

As the country promotes the development of digital collections, the Chinese canon and a
large number of related Buddhist scriptures have been digitized one after another, and a number
of Buddhist studies databases have been created. This achievement allows researchers in
Buddhism, the humanities, and various other fields to access the content of Buddhist scriptures
and related reference materials in a convenient way that has never been seen before. However,
humanities scholars use traditional methods to collect data and conduct research in the Internet
environment. If the research topic involves broad background knowledge, in the past, only
single and fragmented pieces of information could be searched for by using keywords, and
many fragmented pieces of data were needed. Sources, item-by-item interpretation, assessment,
and comparison can be integrated to form relevant background information. With the
emergence of a large amount of information on the Internet, the traditional way of searching
for information with keywords not only consumes a lot of time, but also inevitably produces
meaningless or repeated messages, and even widely erroneous results.

Natural language processing research in the field of artificial intelligence is constantly
advancing. The technology of capturing important data in text content, grammar and semantic
analysis, text generation, and automatic question answering continues to develop, and with the
introduction of deep learning methods, it has been applied in many ways to provide gratifying
breakthroughs. However, the technological development of this type of natural language
processing, due to the source of the corpus and the consideration of commercial interests, is
mostly still focused on the processing of modern languages. The processing of classical
language documents has not yet received widespread attention, and there is a lack of suitable
natural language processing tools and training corpus. If the previously developed natural
language processing technology can be brought into the processing of Chinese Buddhist texts,
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the foregoing problems encountered by humanities scholars in their research will be expected
to be effectively solved. At present, the application of artificial intelligence technology in the
research of digital data of Buddhist scriptures has obtained a few successful cases, but it is still
in its infancy. This lecture will describe the current situation of digital data construction in the
field of Buddhist research, and briefly explain the research topics that traditional Buddhist
scholars are concerned with, as well as the development and results of natural language
processing technology in this research field. It hopes to arouse greater interest and attract more
researchers in computational linguistics to participate in the research of digital humanities.
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