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www.adaptcentre.ie Why MOOCs? 
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www.adaptcentre.ie Why MT? 
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www.adaptcentre.ie Why reception? 

“It is not the software but the human side of the 
implementation cycle that will block progress in seeing 
that delivered systems are used effectively.”  
 

-- Peter G. W. Keen (1991:1249) 
 

Questions: 
 
What are the needs of MT users?  
What can affect user experience of MT?  
How well do end users receive MT content?  
... 
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www.adaptcentre.ie Research question and hypothesis 
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 www.adaptcentre.ie Methodologies  
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www.adaptcentre.ie Reception model 
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www.adaptcentre.ie Sub-hypotheses 
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www.adaptcentre.ie Pilot study 

Ø!DCU, May 2017 
Ø! Video: “What is physical activity?” (6”59’) 

under the MOOC “Sit Less, Get Active” on 
Coursera. 

Ø!MT system: Google Translate (EN-ZH) 
Ø! Two versions of subtitles (Number: 114 & 

115) 
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www.adaptcentre.ie Participants 
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www.adaptcentre.ie 

Step 1: Pre-recruitment questionnaire & Online 
English test (Cambridge English Language 
Assessment) 
 
Step 2: Watching MOOC video with eye-tracker 
(SMI REDn Scientific) 
 
Step 3: Post-task questionnaire: comprehension 
testing (multiple choice) and attitude survey (five-
point Likert scale) 
 
 

www.adaptcentre.ie Results  
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www.adaptcentre.ie What’s next? 

Main experiment in China! 
 

Larger sample: over 30 Participants 
One more group: human translated text added! 
Statistical methods: ANOVA and t-test 

www.adaptcentre.ie 

Ke Hu: ke.hu2@mail.dcu.ie 
Sharon O’Brien: sharon.obrien@dcu.ie 
Dorothy Kenny: dorothy.kenny@dcu.ie 
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