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Introduction

Until recently, research in Natural Language Processing (NLP) has focused predominantly on
propositional aspects of meaning, such as extracting factual information about who did what to
whom. However, understanding language fully also requires awareness and comprehension of Extra-
Propositional Aspects of Meaning (EPAM), such as factuality, uncertainty, subjectivity, and irony. The
same propositional meaning can be expressed in various linguistic forms reflecting different extra-
propositional meaning aspects, e.g.:

• The earthquake adds further threats to the global economy.

• Does the earthquake add further threats to the global economy?

• The earthquake will probably add further threats to the global economy.

• Who could possibly think the earthquake adds further threats to the global economy?

• It has been denied that the earthquake adds further threats to the global economy.

Recently, work on EPAM has received increasing attention in the NLP community, especially in the
context of sentiment processing. However, while there is a growing amount of research on phenomena
like subjectivity and factuality, other phenomena like the detection of sarcasm have received less
attention.

With this workshop we aim to bring together scientists working on EPAM from any area related to
computational language learning and processing and thereby help to consolidate this emerging area of
research. We received 14 submissions; 10 papers were selected for inclusion in the workshop. The
papers cover a wide range of topics, including the detection of factuality, subjectivity and speculation,
annotation issues related to EPAM, or cognitive processing and EPAM. Several papers contain empirical
studies that take a closer look at the linguistic expression of EPAM and how it relates to what the
speaker/writer intends to convey (e.g., the diagnostic correctness in a medical setting) or what the
listener/reader understands (e.g., the perceived subjectivity or the influence on opinion forming). An
invited talk by Bonnie Webber on ”Alternatives and Extra-Propositional Meaning” completes the
workshop program.

We would like to thank all authors who submitted papers for the hard work that went into their
submissions. We are also extremely grateful to the members of the program committee for their
thorough reviews, and to the ACL 2012 organizers, especially the Workshop Chairs Massimo Poesio
and Satoshi Sekine. Special thanks to our invited speaker Bonnie Webber and to the PASCAL2
Network for their generous sponsorship of the workshop. This workshop is a follow-up to Negation
and Speculation in Natural Language Processing (NeSp-NLP 2010) held in Uppsala, Sweden, in July
2010.

Roser Morante and Caroline Sporleder
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Conference Program
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Friday July 13, 2012 (continued)
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