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Introduction

The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (The LAW) is organized annually by the Association for
Computational Linguistics Special Interest Group for Annotation (ACL SIGANN). It provides a forum to
facilitate the exchange and propagation of research results concerned with the annotation, manipulation,
and exploitation of corpora; work towards the harmonization and interoperability from the perspective
of the increasingly large number of tools and frameworks for annotated language resources; and work
towards a consensus on all issues crucial to the advancement of the field of corpus annotation. These
proceedings include papers presented at LAW VI, held in Jeju, Korea, on 12-13 July 2012.

This year’s call for papers was answered by over 40 submissions. After careful review, the Program
Committee accepted 14 long papers, together with nine additional papers to be presented as posters.
This year’s submissions addressed many topics of interest for resource annotation, with a particularly
strong representation of papers describing annotation schemes devised to handle phenomena at a
wide range of linguistic levels, from particles in Korean to social actions in discourse. Another
topic that received considerable attention concerned strategies to evaluate and improve the reliability
of annotations, especially those that are manually produced as well as annotations obtained via
crowdsourcing. Annotated written and spoken resources in a variety of languages, including Korean,
Urdu, Hindi, and Indonesian, were also represented.

The LAW VI call for papers included a new and special component: a call for submissions to answer The
LAW Challenge, sponsored by the U.S. National Science Foundation (IIS 0948101 Content of Linguistic
Annotation: Standards and Practices (CLASP)) and the ACL Special Interest Group on Annotation (ACL
SIGANN). The challenge was established this year to promote the use and collaborative development of
open, shared resources, and to identify and promote best practices for annotation interoperability. The
evaluation criteria included the following:

• innovative use of linguistic information from different annotation layers;

• demonstrable interoperability with at least one other annotation scheme or format developed by
others;

• quality of the annotated resource in terms of scheme design, documentation, tool support, etc.;

• open availability of developed resources for community use;

• usability and reusability of the annotation scheme or annotated resource;

• outstanding contribution to the development of annotation best practices.

The winner of the first LAW Challenge was Who Did What to Whom? A Contrastive Study of Syntacto-
Semantic Dependencies, which examines interoperability among a broad range of common annotation
schemes for syntacto-semantic dependencies within the LinGO Redwoods Treebank project. The
strengths of the project were seen to be its design and focus on interoperability, as well as its potential to
promote work on interoperability that will help the community to develop larger, richer representations to
train various linguistic tools. The winning paper received a monetary award to cover the authors’ travel
expenses and workshop registration. The selection process for the winner of the first LAW Challenge
was extremely difficult, and therefore, the committee decided to acknowledge a strong runner-up, entitled
Prague Markup Language Framework, which was recognized for the extensive influence of the described
scheme on the community and the extent to which the scheme and tools have been applied to other
languages.
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