
PREFACE 

The Programme Committee of COLING 82, held in Prague 

on July 5th to July 10th, 1982, decided to organize, along 

with the sessions of full papers, also a parallel session of 

s h o r t  communica t ions .  This  d e c i s i o n  was induced  by the  f a c t  

that according to the views of the international body of re- 

v i e w e r s  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  r e d u c e  the  number o f  paper s  o f f e r -  

ed - 221 s u b m i t t e d  a b s t r a c t s  - to  t he  number a d m i s s i b l e  - 81 

paper s  o n l y ,  which,  among o t h e r ,  i s  s d o u b t l e s s  ev idenc~  t h a t  

t h e s e  r e g u l a r  b i a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  have  a l r e a d y  g a i n e d  good r e -  

p u t a t i o n  and wide p o p u l a r i t y .  

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a b s t r a c t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  volume 

should  s e r v e  t h r e e  p u r p o s e s :  f i r s t ,  i t  g i v e s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  

to  a c q u a i n t  the  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  a b r i e f  fo rm,  w i t h  

r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  domains o f  c o m p u t a t i o n a l  l i n g u i s t -  

i c s  a l l  ove r  t he  wor ld  ( t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  come f rom 22 c o u n t -  

t i e s ) ,  second ,  i t  shou ld  e n a b l e  t h e  a u t h o r s  t o  f o c u s  t h e i r  

a t t e n t i o n  i n  t he  s h o r t  t ime  s l o t t e d  f o r  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  

i s s u e s  they  c o n s i d e r  most  i m p o r t a a t  and to  l e a v e  a s i d e  an 

o v e r a l l  e x p o s i t i o n ,  which i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  and 

t h i r d ,  t he  a b s t r a c t s  p u b l i s h e d  may s e r v e  as a good base  f o r  

i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  " i n  the  c o r r i d o r s "  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  

The a b s t r a c t s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  h e r e  i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r ;  

however ,  we a t t e m p t e d  to  s c h e d u l e  t he  programme i t s e l f  i n  

such a way t h a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w i t h  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s  we- 

r e  put  t o g e t h e r  i n  one b l o c k ,  which shou ld  n o t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  

the  c o r r e s p o n d i n ~  b l o c k  i n  the  main s e s s i o n s .  As f o r  t he  t o p -  

i c s ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f a l l  i n t o  seven  g r o u p s :  q u e s t i o n  

answering and artificial intelligence -Wednesday morning, 

machine translation - Wednesday noon, gremmatico-semantic 
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a n a l y s i s  - Thursday morning ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e t r i e v a l  e n d  l i n g -  

u i s t i c  date bases - Friday early morning, knowledge repres- 

entation - F r i d a y  l a t e  morning ,  g e n e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  c o m p u t a t -  

i o n a l  linguistics - Friday noon, linguistics - Friday after- 

noon. 

S i n c e  the  d e c i s i o n  to  o r g a n i z e  a s e s s i o n  o f  s h o r t  com- 

m u n i c a t i o n s  was made o n l y  i n  t he  c o u r s e  o f  t he  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  

the  programme, i t  ~ss  n e c e s s a r y  to  p u b l i s h  t h e i r  a b s t r a c t s  i n  

t he  form i n  which t h e y  were s u b m i t t e d  to  t he  programme commit-  

t e e ,  w i t h o u t  much e d i t o r i a l  work and a u t h o r s *  r e v i s i o n s .  

Nevertheless, we hope that this volume, together with the 

Proceedings (containing the full texts of the main papers) 

c o - p u b l i s h e d  by North  Ho l l and  and Academia,  P rague ,  w i l l  c o n -  

t r i b u t e  to  t h e  f r u i t f u l n e s s  o f  t he  c o n f e r e n c e  d i s c u s s i o n s .  

Eva Haji~ev~ 
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