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SUMMARY 

In this study, the vocalic systems of a large number of Balkan 

idioms (past and present) were analyzed in terms of Jakobsonian 

distinctive features. Various methods for comparison and scaling 

for similarity, as wen as the problems encountered, are discussed 

and evaluated. Some questions of typology, such as distinctive 

feature weights, are revealed; suggestions are made for their 

future incorporation into typologies of this nature. 

I t  i s  a s u r p r i s i n g  fac t  in  l inguis t i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  that  no 

f eas ib l e ,  no r  adequa te  manne r  for  compar ing  phonologica l  s y s t e m s  

quant i ta t ive ly  has  been  d e v i s e d .  The notion of d i s t i nc t ive  f e a t u r e  

va lence  p r o p o s e d  by  the R u s s i a n  l inguis t ,  V. I.  Pos tova lova~  

a n s w e r s  the  need  for  such  a f e a t u r e  d i s t r i bu t ion  m e a s u r e .  

The  va l ence  m a t r i c e s  fo r  the voca l i c  s y s t e m s  of f i f ty -one  

Balkan  i d ioms ,  a s  wel l  a s  s i m p l e  and jo in t  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  of d i s t i nc t ive  

f e a t u r e  o c c u r r e n c e  a r e  ca l cu la t ed .  F ina l l y ,  the r e s u l t s  a r e  c o r r e l a t e d  

and submi t t ed  to  c o m p u t e r i z e d  f ac to r  a n a l y s i s  (va r ious  p r o g r a m s ) .  
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