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Message from the Workshop Organizers

The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (LAW) is organized annually by the Association for
Computational Linguistics’ Special Interest Group for Annotation (ACL SIGANN). It provides a forum
to facilitate the exchange and propagation of research results concerned with the annotation,
manipulation, and exploitation of corpora; work towards harmonization and interoperability from the
perspective of the increasingly large number of tools and frameworks for annotated language resources;
and work towards a consensus on all issues crucial to the advancement of the field of corpus annotation.
These proceedings include papers that were presented at LAW XVI, held in conjunction with the 13th
LREC in Marseille, France, on June 24, 2022.

The series is now in its sixteenth year. The first workshop took place in 2007 at the ACL in Prague.
Since then, the LAW has been held every year, consistently drawing substantial participation (both in
terms of paper/poster submissions and participation in the actual workshop) providing evidence that the
LAW’s overall focus continues to be an important area of interest in the field, a substantial part of which
relies on supervised learning from gold standard data sets. This year’s LAW has received 28
submissions, out of which 20 papers have been accepted to be presented at the workshop.

In addition to oral and poster paper presentations, LAW XVI also features a panel on this year’s special
theme—The Impact of Multimodal Language Understanding on Annotation Practices and
Representations. Recent years have seen rapid improvements in performance of machine learning
models across multiple modalities of communication such as, text, speech, images, video, gestures, etc.
Improvements in unsupervised representation and learning have resulted in state of the art models
needing less manually annotated data for training. However, the need for high quality, manual
annotations for capturing multiple layers of information surrogates across various signals, including
linguistic, is unlikely to go away. On the contrary, annotation practices, guidelines and representations
will need to be adapted, extended, to address the challenges brought about by a richer landscape of
phenomena. Historically these communities have existed as separate islands, and have crafted solutions
that satisfy local research and application needs. The evolution of next generation, situated language
understanding systems is likely to create a greater demand on the availability, and ease of use of such
multimodal annotations and frameworks.

Our thanks go to SIGANN, our organizing committee, for its continuing organization of the LAW
workshops, and to the LREC 2022 workshop chairs for their support. Most of all, we would like to
thank all the authors for submitting their papers to the workshop and our program committee members
for their dedication and their thoughtful reviews.

— Sandra Kübler and Sameer Pradhan
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