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PREFACE

We are pleased to present the current volume of technical papers accepted for presentation at thc
Seventh Intemational Workshop on Tree Adjoining Grammar and Relatcd Formalisms (TAG+7).
And we are honored to be able to acknowledge the many people and organizations who have
contributed to the event. The meeting depends on the hard work of paper authors and of our
program comumittee, who along with outside reviewers provided feedback to authors of all
submitted abstracts. Wc also thank our invited speakcrs, Barbara Partee, Jeff Pellcticr and Giorgio
Satta, for offering their participation and support to thc meeting. As an accompaniment to the
conference, Chung-hye Han and Anoop Sarkar have arranged a tutorial program on TAG,
featuring Aravind Joshi, Anthony Kroch, Giorgio Satta, and Robert Frank — and we appreciate the
dedication of these organizers and prescnters to fostering TAG as part of a broader enterprise of
formal research on language. (They even persuaded us to contribute to the tutorial session.)

Funding for the workshop has been provided by a grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada, by Simon Fraser University, and by its Department of Linguistics,
School of Computer Science and Cognitive Science Program. Chung-hye Han and Anoop Sarkar
are responsible not just for securing this undcrwriting for the meeting, but for all the details of
local arrangements — a heroic task that must underpin any successfil meeting. TAG+7 owes its
existence to their organizatior and initiative.

The volume offers the 29 research papcrs which are to be presented at TAG+7. 14 arc to be
delivercd in spoken presentations at the meeting and 15 are to be presented as posters. The topics
of the papers cover mathematics of language, linguistic syntax and formal semantics,
computational approaches to grammar design and grammatical inference, and cxplorations of
constrained grammar formalisms in ncw fields such as computational biology. So, by all
indications, this seventh workshop in the TAG+ scries promises once again to reunite a diverse
array of researchers in the cognitive science of language and in language technology, and to foster
the productive interactions that have been the hallmark of TAG research.

So let’s get started!

Owen Rambow and Matthew Stone
Program co-Chairs
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