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Preface

Welcome to the Fourth Workshop on Arabic Corpus Linguistics (WACL-4), held online on January 20,
2025, in conjunction with the 31st International Conference on Computational Linguistics (COLING
2025) in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

The field of Arabic language research using corpora and corpus-based methods has undergone
remarkable growth over the past decade. What began as a series of isolated initiatives has evolved into a
dynamic and rapidly expanding domain of inquiry, encompassing a wide range of topics in both corpus
and computational linguistics. Building on the success of the previous workshops—WACL-1 (2011),
WACL-2 (2013, hosted at the Corpus Linguistics Conference at Lancaster University), and WACL-3
(2019, hosted at the Corpus Linguistics Conference at Cardiff University)—WACL-4 (2025, hosted at
COLING) continues to provide a dedicated venue for advancing research and promoting collaboration
in this vibrant field.

The primary objectives of WACL-4 are to showcase the latest developments in the creation, annotation,
and application of Arabic corpora and to foster interdisciplinary collaboration. This year, we place a
special emphasis on Arabic dialects, including non-standard and regional varieties, aiming to deepen
our understanding of Arabic in its many forms and to support research on under-resourced linguistic
varieties. The workshop also seeks to encourage advancements in Natural Language Processing (NLP)
tailored for Arabic, focusing on integrating corpora into NLP workflows, developing new computational
tools, and evaluating existing systems to enhance their performance in processing Arabic text.

We received 22 submissions most of which 13 were accepted. Each submission underwent rigorous
review by at least three reviewers, ensuring the quality and relevance of the accepted contributions,
resulting in an acceptance rate of 59

We thank the authors, reviewers, and organizing committee for their efforts and support. We hope these
proceedings inspire new research and collaborations to advance the field.

Saad Ezzini, General Chair, on behalf of the organizing committee of the WACL-4 workshop.
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