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Introduction

Linguistic annotation of natural language corpora is the backbone of supervised methods of statistical
natural language processing. The Linguistic Annotation Workshop (LAW) is the annual workshop of
the ACL and ELRA Special Interest Group on Annotation (SIGANN), and it provides a forum for the
presentation and discussion of innovative research on all aspects of linguistic annotation, including the
creation and evaluation of annotation schemes, methods for automatic and manual annotation, use and
evaluation of annotation software and frameworks, representation of linguistic data and annotations,
semi-supervised human in the loopmethods of annotation, crowd-sourcing approaches, and more.
As in the past, this year’s LAW provides a forum for annotation researchers to work towards standardiza-
tion, best practices, and interoperability of annotation information and software.
These proceedings include papers that were presented at the 19th Linguistic Annotation Workshop
(LAW-XIX), co-located with ACL 2025 in Vienna, Austria, on July 31, 2025.
This edition of the workshop is the nineteenth meeting of the ACL and ELRA Special Interest Group for
Annotation. The first workshop took place in 2007 at the ACL in Prague. Since then, the LAW has been
held every year, consistently drawing substantial participation (both in terms of paper/poster submissions
and participation in the actual workshop) providing evidence that the LAW’s overall focus continues to
be an important area of interest in the field, a substantial part of which relies on supervised learning from
gold standard data sets and trustworthy evaluation in the era of Large Language Models. This year, we
received 66 submissions, out of which 30 papers have been accepted to be presented at the workshop, as
long or short papers, or as posters.
In addition, LAW-XIX features two invited talks by Junyi Jessy Li (University of Texas at Austin) and
Rotem Dror (Haifa University).
The special theme of LAW-XIX is Subjectivity and Variation in Linguistic Annotation. As linguistic
annotation increasingly supports diverse NLP applications, questions of annotator subjectivity, inter-
annotator variation, and annotation uncertainty have become central to the field. Our special oral sessions
aim to stimulate discussions on the challenges, methodological advances, and theoretical implications
related to disagreement and subjectivity in annotation practice.
Our thanks go to SIGANN for their financial support and to our organizing committee, for their con-
tinuing organization of the LAW workshops. Most of all, we would like to thank all the authors for
submitting their papers to the workshop, our program committee members for their dedication and their
thoughtful reviews and our keynote speakers for sharing their insights on the topics of subjectivity, va-
riation and social biases in linguistic annotation.
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Keynote Talk
Data Annotation in the Era of LLMs - Thoughts and Good

Practices
Rotem Dror

University of Haifa
2025-07-31 09:00:00 – Room: Room 1.15-16

Abstract: The rise of large language models (LLMs) presents both opportunities and challenges for data
annotation in NLP. In this talk, I will explore the evolving role of LLMs as annotators, particularly in ta-
sks involving subjectivity. I will present recent work that will also be presented in the conference on how
to evaluate whether an LLM is a good annotator: The Alternative Annotator Test for LLM-as-a-Judge:
How to Statistically Justify Replacing Human Annotators with LLMs"—highlighting methods introdu-
ced in our paper—and discuss how LLMs compare to human annotators in consistency and reliability. I
will also introduce new, unpublished research on best practices for identifying when and how LLMs can
serve as reliable annotators for subjective NLP tasks. The talk aims to provide both theoretical insights
and practical guidance for researchers and practitioners rethinking annotation pipelines in the LLM era.

Bio: Dr. Dror is an Assistant Professor (Senior Lecturer) at the Department of Information Systems,
University of Haifa. She completed her Postdoctoral Research at the Cognitive Computation Group at
the Department of Computer and Information Science, University of Pennsylvania, working with Prof.
Dan Roth. She completed her Ph.D. in the Natural Language Processing Group, supervised by Prof. Roi
Reichart, at the Faculty of Industrial Engineering and Management at the Technion - Israel Institute of Te-
chnology. Her research involves developing statistically sound methodologies for empirical investigation
and evaluation for Data Science with a focus on Natural Language Processing applications.
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Keynote Talk
Engaging experts and LLMs in corpora development

Junyi Jessy Li
University of Texas at Austin

2025-07-31 16:00:00 – Room: Room 1.15-16

Abstract: Large language models (LLMs) have become ever more capable, surpassing human perfor-
mance on a number of tasks. Recent findings showed that LLMs can effectively replace traditional
crowdsourcing to a large extent, and model training has increasingly been driven by synthetically ge-
nerated data. These developments have triggered new questions about corpora development. This talk
explores two of them: First, what type of human annotation can still be useful? I discuss our efforts
engaging human expertise to effectively capture implicit reasoning in discourse and pragmatics, revea-
ling weaknesses in existing models in those aspects. Second, how can we leverage LLMs to reveal task
nuances that may be unknown before annotation? I present Explanation-Based Rescaling (EBR), a me-
thod that uses an LLM to rescale coarse-grained human ratings into consistent, fine-grained scores using
natural language explanations from annotators, while discerning task subtleties embedded in these ex-
planations.

Bio: Jessy Li is an Associate Professor in the Linguistics Department at the University of Texas at Au-
stin. She received her Ph.D. (2017) from the Department of Computer and Information Science at the
University of Pennsylvania. Her research interests are in computational linguistics and NLP, specifically
discourse and document-level processing, natural language generation, and pragmatics. She is a reci-
pient of an NSF CAREER Award, ACL and EMNLP Outstanding Paper Awards, an ACM SIGSOFT
Distinguished Paper Award, among other honors. Jessy is the current Secretary of NAACL.
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