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Introduction

The Joint Workshop on Multiword Expressions and WordNet (MWE-WN 2019)1 took place on August
2, 2019 in Florence (Italy), in conjunction with the 57th Annual Meeting of the Association for
Computational Linguistics (ACL 2019). This was the 15th edition of the Workshop on Multiword
Expressions (MWE 2019). The event was organized and sponsored by the Special Interest Group on
the Lexicon (SIGLEX)2 of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL). It was also endorsed
by the Global WordNet Association (GWA)3.

The workshop brought together two research communities studying multiword expressions and wordnets.
Multiword expressions (MWEs) are word combinations, such as in the middle of nowhere, hot dog, to
make a decision or to kick the bucket, displaying lexical, syntactic, semantic, pragmatic and/or statistical
idiosyncrasies. Computational research on MWEs encompasses NLP modeling and processing, as well
as annotation. Wordnets include MWEs and link their meanings into a shared network. For instance,
the following simple words and multiword expressions talk, blab, sing, spill the beans, let the cat out of
the bag, tattle, peach, babble, babble out, blab out are all part of the same synset, which has the gloss
“divulge confidential information or secrets”. Over 50% of entries in the Princeton WordNet are MWEs
and most other projects have a similarly high percentage.

In order to allow better convergence and scientific innovation within these two largely complementary
scientific communities, we called for papers on joint topics on MWEs and wordnets, on the one hand, and
on MWE-specific topics, on the other hand. With the intention to also perpetuate previous converging
effects with the Construction Grammar community (see the LAW-MWE-CxG 2018 workshop), we
extended the traditional MWE scope to grammatical constructions. The topics included, but were not
limited to:

• Joint topics on MWEs and wordnets:

– Encoding MWEs in wordnets – how we can take advantage of the existing rich structure of
wordnets

– Encoding MWEs in wordnets – consequences for a lexical-semantic organization of MWEs
– Linking wordnets with existing MWE lexicons
– Word sense disambiguation for single-word and multiword expressions
– Cross-wordnet and cross-language comparisons of MWEs
– MWEs in sense-annotated corpora
– Semantic relations in wordnets related to MWEs

• MWE-specific topics:

– Computationally-applicable theoretical studies on MWEs and constructions in
psycholinguistics, corpus linguistics and formal grammars

– MWE and construction annotation in corpora and treebanks
– MWE and construction representation in manually/automatically constructed lexical

resources
– Processing of MWEs and constructions in syntactic and semantic frameworks (e.g. CCG,

CxG, HPSG, LFG, TAG, UD, etc.), and in end-user applications (e.g. information extraction,
machine translation and summarization)

– Original discovery and identification methods for MWEs and constructions
1http://multiword.sourceforge.net/mwewn2019/
2http://alt.qcri.org/siglex/
3http://globalwordnet.org/
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– MWEs and constructions in language acquisition and in non-standard language (e.g. tweets,
forums, spontaneous speech)

– Evaluation of annotation and processing techniques for MWEs and constructions
– Retrospective comparative analyses from the PARSEME shared tasks on automatic

identification of MWEs

We received 37 submissions (21 long and 16 short papers). We selected 12 long papers and 8 short ones.
From those, 6 papers were presented orally and the remaining 14 as posters. The overall acceptance rate
was 54%. Of the 20 presented papers, 6 concerned both wordnets and MWEs, which makes us believe
that the intended synergy effect has been achieved.

In addition to the oral and poster sessions, the workshop featured an invited talk, given by Aline
Villavicencio.

We are grateful to the paper authors for their valuable contributions, the members of the Program
Committee for their thorough and timely reviews, all members of the organizing committee for the
fruitful collaboration, and to all the workshop participants for their interest in this event. Our thanks also
go to the ACL 2019 organizers for their support, as well as to SIGLEX and GWA for their endorsement.

Agata Savary, Carla Parra Escartín, Francis Bond, Jelena Mitrović, Verginica Barbu Mititelu

iv



Organizers

Organizers:

Agata Savary, University of Tours (France)
Carla Parra Escartín, Unbabel, Lisbon (Portugal)
Francis Bond, Nanyang Technological University (Singapore)
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