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Preface

Welcome to the Proceedings of the 9th International Workshop on Computational Linguistics for Uralic
Languages (IWCLUL), a dedicated forum for researchers, academics and practitioners in the field of
computational linguistics with a focus on Uralic languages. This year’s workshop builds on the IWCLUL
tradition of interdisciplinary collaboration, knowledge sharing, and a common commitment to addressing
the linguistic, technical, and social challenges related to Uralic languages in the digital age.
The Uralic language family, spanning across Europe and Asia and encompassing languages as diverse as
Finnish, Hungarian and the endangered Udmurt and Khanty languages, presents unique computational
challenges. Many of these languages are characterized by complex morphology, agglutinative structures,
and unique syntactic and phonological systems, requiring tailored approaches in computational proces-
sing and linguistic modeling. Our workshop seeks to bring attention to these challenges and foster the
development of innovative solutions that not only support these languages’ use in digital contexts but
also contribute to their preservation and growth.
This year, IWCLUL received a record number of submissions from researchers worldwide, reflecting the
growing interest and engagement in computational approaches to Uralic languages. The selected papers
cover a broad spectrum of topics covering both well-studied and lesser-resourced Uralic languages. The
diversity of contributions highlights the continuous evolution of the field and the range of challenges
being tackled by the computational linguistics community.
We hope that these proceedings inspire continued research and collaboration in computational linguistics
for Uralic languages. May the insights, methodologies, and resources shared here contribute to meaning-
ful advances in the field and foster an inclusive future for Uralic languages in the digital landscape.
Sincerely, The IWCLUL 2024 Organizing Committee
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Mika Hämäläinen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

Leveraging Transformer-Based Models for Predicting Inflection Classes of Words in an Endangered
Sami Language
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